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lifh**0 the World this 
ſmall Probf of my Re- 
gard to the Memor y of Yo 
ble FATHER, Your Lo ? 
allow me to claim your Protk 255 

of a Work, which fhould never 

have attempted wichout your 
Aſſiſtance. Vour Lordſhip fur- 
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niſhed me with the Materials; 


You will be my Surery to the 
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DEDICATION. 
Publick for the Truth of th 


Facts; and my greateſt. Encou- 
ragement to go about it pro- 


ceeded from the judicious Re- 


marks you communicated to me, 
made by: Yourſelf on the Scene 


of Action, at an early Age, which 


uſually tempts more to Pleaſures, 


than to Thought and Bev 
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"You will perceive, , Mv "Ft 


| that L do not enter into the policy 
of ebe Councils, which produced 


the War 1 deſcribe, my only De- 


5 fign being to ſhew what Orders 


the Admiral received, and; how 
well he executed them. 


B ut. L hope the Reader 5 


odene Sarisfhction, chat it wipes 
oh an DD thrown: out in 


thoſe 
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DEDICATION. 
thoſe Days, and believed by ma- | 
ny ever ſince, that the | Engliſh 
Fleet ſurprized that of Spain with- | 


| our any Warning, and even con- 
| trary to Declarations, in which 
" | Spain confided with Security. 
1 
- Jam, 

Your Lordſhip's 


e "AE N 
Jn moſt obedient humble Servant, 
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may 1 RS: der the Charatter of an Author. But the 
m2) 1b: Lord, whoſe Father is the Subject of 
theſe Memoirs, having favoured him with 
a Sight of ſome of the Admiral's Manuſcripts, and other 
Original Papers, concerning his Expedition to Sicily, 
the Peruſal of them gave bim that inward Pleaſure, 
which naturally ariſes in Minds touched with what re- 
gards the Honcur of their Country. And the ſame Prin- 
ciple led him to regret, that an Expedition ſo well con- 
ducted, and ſo much to the Reputation of the Britiſh 
Flag, fhould be ſuffered either to fink by Length of Time 
into Oblivion, or be left to an imperfett and obſcure Rela- 
tion of it among the common and general Tranſactions 0 
the Times, which ſeemed of Importance ſufficient to de- 
ſerve an accurate and diſtinft Account, Theſe Sen- 
timents, joined with a great Reſpett for the Memory of 
the Admiral, to whom he owed the higheſt Obligations, 
put him upon attempting a Task that was worthy of a 
better Hand. But though theſe were his Motives to the 
Work, Fidelity to Truth has been his ſole Guide in the 
Conduct of it. It is the only Qualification of an Hiſto- 
rian he pretends to; it is the only Thing he dares think 
commendable in the Performance; and the Publick may 
be aſſured, that no Conſiderations whatſoever could in- 
duce or tempt him to magnify any Man's Character, at 
the Expence of his own. 


The Reader is defired to obſerve, that the New Style 


it uſed throughout the Book, as well in Domeſtick as 


Foreign Tranſactions, for the ſake of Uniformity in the 
Dates, and to render the Narrative leſs perplexed, 
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Dia; and the King of Spain agreed to a Ceſſation 


An Accounrt of the 


EXPEDITION 
OF THE 


Britiſh FLEET to SICILY, 
In the Years 1718, 1719, and 1720, 


HE Treaties of Ley ans Danes did 
ZN 6 procure that firm and durable Peace, 
G whi urope wanted after a War of 
uch univerſal Ruin. The original Cauſe 
of the Quarrel remained ſtill undeter- 
mined, and, in the Opinion of all Men, would 
be one day a Source of farther Troubles. The 
Emperor could not be brought to renounce his Pre- 
tenſions to the Crown of Spain; and King Philip re- 
fuſed to confirm to that Prince the Provinces diſmem- 
bered from him in [taly and Flanders, on any other 
Condition. All that the interpoſing Powers, who la- 
boured towards their Reconciliation, could effect, 
was, that the Emperor conſented to evacuate the Prin- 
cipality of Catalouia, with the Iſles of Majorca and 


of Arms in [aly, and the adjacent Iſles, ſituated in 
the Mediterranean Sea, until a general Peace ſhould 
be made. I; 

In this condition of Affairs, the Emperor ſent an 
Army into Hungary againſt the Turks, who had in- 


* 


vaded the Dominions of the Venetians, his Allies. 


A 4 | The 
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The Pope, to whom Wars of that kind are always 
agreeable, obtained repeated Affurances from the King 
of Spain, both by Letters, and by Declarations from 
his Ambaſſador at Rome, that he would not under- 
<« take any thing againſt the Intereſts of the Empe- 
c ror, whilſt his Arms were employed in ſo religious 
L Cauſe;.and would even aid the Yenetians with a 
& Squadron of Men of War and Gallies. For 
which purpoſe he obtained from the Court of Rome 
an Indult for raiſing extraordinary Subſidies on the 
Eccleſiaſtical Revenues in Spain and the Indies. Ac- 
cordingly in the Year 1716, he ſent out a ſmall Squa- 
dron of fix Men of War and five Gallies, which ar- 
rived too Jate in the Levant, to be of any ſervice to 


the Venetians, who had before ſuſtained a naval Com- 


bat with the Turks, and had almoſt finiſhed the Ope- 
rations of the Campaign. Bur, the next Year, the 
Spaniards made ſuch extraordinary Preparations by Sea 
and Land, as gave a Jealouſy, that, inſtead of paſſin 

up the Levan to the Aſſiſtance of the Venetians, they 
had a Defign to make ſome Conqueſt themſelves in 
the Mediterranean. The Event juſtified the Suſpicion, 
A ftrong Squadron of Men of War, with abour 
gooo Land Forces, commanded by the Marquis De- 
Lede, failed from Barcelona the 2oth of July 1717, 
and landing at Cagliari in Sardinia, made a ſpeedy 


and entire Conqueſt of that Iſland, which belonged 


to the Emperor, and was in no good condition of De- 
fence. The World was ſurprized, and expected the 
King of Spain's Reaſons for ſo extraordinary a Pro- 
cedure. The principal Motives alledged by · that 
Court were, their Reſentment of the unfair Dea- 


lings of the ® Archduke, in the Execution of the 


« Treaty for evacuating Catalonia and Majorca, by 
delivering up the Towns to the Inhabitants ; which 
% had put the King of Spain to great Trouble and 
„ Expence in reducing thoſe People to Obedience.“ 
To which was added, the Arreft of the Inquiſitor 
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Wey had not then acknowledged him to be Emperor. THEY 
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& General of Spain at Milan, as he was paſſing thro? 
«© that Country with a Paſſeport from the Pope.“ 
But whatever Unfairneſs (if any) had been practis'd 
by the Emperor on occaſion of the Evacuation, it 
was long antecedent to the Promiſe the King of Spain 
had made, not to moleſt the Emperor, whilſt he was 
at War with the Turks. And the Detention of a ſin- 
gle Subject was too weak a Ground for a Proceeding 
of ſuch Violence. But, that Prince promiſing to pro- 
ceed no farther againſt the Emperor, and to ſuſ- 
% pend all Operations, in order to give Time and 
Opportunity to the Powers of Europe to think of 
« Meaſures for reconciling their Differences, and ſe- 
«* curing the Tranquillity and Balance of Power in 
« ſtaly,“ it gave occaſion to England and France, 
who were Guaranties of the Neutrality of Haly, (and 
the former engaged beſides in a defenſive Alliance 
with the Emperor) “ to concert together ſuch Terms 
* of Acommodation between the Emperor and the 
King of Spain, as ſhould be equally advantageous 
and honourable to both, ſupply the Imperfections 
* of the Treaties of Utrecht and Baden, and eſtabliſh 
* on a more ſolid Baſis the Tranquillity of Europe; 
% with a Reſolution of compelling by Force that 
«© Party which ſhould refuſe to accede to thoſe Sti- 
„ pulations, and thereby obſtruct the general Good.“ 
This gave birth to that famous Treaty, called, the 
Quadruple Alliance, by which the Emperor was to re- 
nounce all Pretenſions to the Crown of Spain (a point 
King Philip had exceedingly at heart) and to part 
with Sardinia to the Duke of Savoy; in lieu of which, 
the Duke was to ſurrender Sicily to the Emperor. 
The Succeſſion to the Dutchies of Tuſcany, Parma 
and Placentia, which the Queen of Spain (of the Houſe 
of Farneſe) claimed by Inheritance, in detault of Male 
Iflue, was to be ſettled on her eldeft Son. But Spain 
being diſſatisfied with this Partition, and continuing 
to make very formidable Preparations by Sea and 
Land, without any regard to-the Entreaties and Ad- 
monitions of England and France, the King ordered 

p a ſtrong 
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10 Exßedition to SICILY. 
a ſtrong Squadron of Ships of War to be fitted out 


for the Sea. The Marquis de Monteleon, Ambaſſa- 
dor of Spain at the Court of England, being alarm- 


ed at theſe Preparations, repreſented in a Me- 
morial, dated the 18th of March 1718, that fo 
c powerful an Armament, in time of Peace, could 
not but cauſe Umbrage to the King his Maſter, 
„and alter the good Intelligence that reigned be- 


«© tween the two Crowns.” The King anſwered, | 


« That it was not his Intention to conceal the Sub- 
4 ject of that Armament, and that he deſigned ſoon 
„ to ſend Admiral Byng with a powerful Squadron 
c into the Mediterranean Sea: in order to maintain 
e the Neutrality of Haly againſt thoſe who ſhould 


* ſeek to diſturb it.” 


The Ships being got to their Rendezvous at Spit- 
head, Sir George Byng repaired down to Portſmouth 
to take them under his Command. The King's In- 
ſtructions to that Admiral were, upon his Arri- 
„ val in the Mediterranean, to acquaint the Court 
&« of Spain, and likewiſe the Viceroy of Naples, and 
<< the Governor of Milan, that he was ſent into that 
Sea, in order to promote all Meaſures that might 
c beſt contribute to the compoſing the Differences 
„ ariſen between the two Crowns, and for prevent- 
„ing any farther Violation of the Neutrality of 
« Haly, which he was to ſee preſerved. That he 
« was to make Inſtances with both Parties to for- 
bear all Acts of Hoſtility, in order to the ſettin 
on foot and concluding the proper Negotiations of 
« Peace, But in caſe the Spamards ſhould ſtill in- 
5 fiſt to attack the Emperor's Territory in 7taly, or 
© to land in any part of [aly for that purpoſe, or 
* ſhould endeavour to make themſelves Maſters of 
« the Iſland of Sicily, which muſt be with a Deſign 
«© to invade the Kingdom of Naples, he was then 
& with all his Power to hinder and obſtruct the ſame. 
6 But if they were already landed, he was to endea- 
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* See the Appendix. IONS 
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cc your amicably to diſſuade them from perſevering 


in ſuch an Attempt, and to offer them his Aſſiſt- 
1 *© ance to withdraw their Troops, and put an end to 


* 


{5 all farther Acts of Hoſtility. But if his friendly 


« Endeavours ſhould prove ineffectual, he was then 
to defend the Territories attacked, by keeping com- 
% pany with, or intercepting their Ships or Convoys, 
% or (if neceſſary) by oppoling them openly.” 


The Admiral ſailed the 15th of June, 1718, from 
Spithead, with twenty Ships of the Line of Battle; 


two Fireſhips, two Bomb-Veſlels, a Hoſpital-Ship, 


and a Store-Ship. Being got into the Ocean, he ſent 


the Rupert to Lisbon for Intelligence, and arriving 


the 3oth off Cape St. Vincent, he diſpatch'd the Sa- 


Perbe to Cadiz, with a Gentleman who carried a Let- 
ter from him to * Colonel Stanbope, the King's En- 
voy at Madrid, wherein he defired that Miniſter to 
acquaint the King of Spain with his Arrival in thoſe 
Parts, in his way to the Mediterranean, and to lay 
before him the Inſtructions he was to act under with his 
Squadron, of which he gave a very ample Detail in 
his Letter. The Envoy ſhewed the Letter to Cardinal 
Alberoni, who, upon _ it, told him with ſome 
Warmth, ** That his Maſter would run all Hazards, 
« and even ſuffer himſelf to be driven out of Spain, 
rather than recall his Troops, or conſent to any 
Suſpenſion of Arms:“ adding That the Spaniards 
«© were not to be frightned, and he was fo well con- 
“ vinced of their Fleet's doing their Duty, that, if 
« the Admiral ſhould think fit to attack them, he 
* ſhould be in no pain for the Succeſs.” Mr. Stan- 
hope having in his Hand a Lift of the Britiſh Squa- 
dron, prayed his Eminence to peruſe. it, and to com- 
pare its Strength with that of their own Squadron, 
which the Cardinal took, and threw on the Ground 
with much Paſſion. Mr. Stanbope, with great Tem- 
per, deſired him to conſider the ſincere Attention 


— 


ny Now Lord Harrington. Gi: 


cc nour 


„ the King his Maſter had always had to the Ho- 
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& nour and Intereſt of his Catholick Majeſty, which 
« it was impoſſible for him to give greater Proofs 
« of, than he had done by his unwearied Endeavours 
< thro* the whole courſe of the preſent Negotiation, 
&« to procure the moſt advantageous Conditions poſ- 
<«. ſible for Spain, in which he had ſucceeded even be- 
& yond what any unprejudiced Perſon could have 
« hoped for; and that, tho' by the Treaty of Utrecht 


* for the Neutrality of taly, which was entered in- 


4 to at the Requeſt of the King of Spain himſelf, 
6 as alſo by that of Weſtminſter the 25th: of 
« May 1716, his Majeſty found himſelf obliged 
© to defend the Emperor's Dominions when at- 
cc tacked, he had hitherto only acted as a Media- 
< tor, tho? ever ſince the Enterpriſe againſt Sardinia, 
« by his Treaties he became a Party in the War, and 
* for this Year laſt paſt had been ſtrongly called up- 
4 on by the Emperor to comply with his Engage- 
ce ments; and that even now, when it was impoſſi- 
6e ble for him to delay any longer the ſending his 
6 Fleet into the Mediterranean, it plainly appeared 
ce by the Admirals Inſtructions, which he communi- 
< cated to his Eminence, and by the Orders he had 
& himſelf received, that his Majeſty had nothing more 
t at heart, than that his Fleet might be employed in pro- 
« moting the Intereſts of the King of Spain; and 
4c _ his Catholick Majeſty would not, by re- 
« fuſing to recall his Troops, or conſent to a Ceſ- 
« fation of Arms, put it out of his Power to give” 
< all the Proofs of the ſincere Friendſhip he always 
<« deſired to cultivate with his Catholick Majeſty.” 
All that the Cardinal could be brought to promiſe, 
was to lay the Admiral's Letter before the King, and 
to let the Envoy know. his Reſolution upon it in two 
Days; but it was nine before he could obtain and 
ſend it away, the Cardinal probably hoping that the 
Admiral would delay, in expectation of it, in ſome 
of the Ports of Spain, and thereby give time for 
their Fleet and Forces to ſecure a good Footing in 
Sicily, The Anſwer was wrote under the — 

| cr 
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Letter in theſe Words, “ His Catholick Majeſty 
„ has done me the Honour to tell me, That the 
Chevalier Byng may execute the Orders which 
4c he has from the King his Maſter. Eſcurial, 15 
« Fuly 1718. The Cardinal Alberoni.” 

Mr. Stanhope ſeeing things tending to' a Rupture, 
gave private and early Notice of his Apprehenſions 
to the Engliſþ Conſuls and Merchants ſettled in the 
Spaniſh Sea- port Towns, adviſing them to guard and 
ſecure their Effects againſt aay danger of a Breach be- 
tween the two Crowns. | 

The Admiral purſuing his Voyage with unfavour- 
able Winds, it was the 8th of July before he made 


Cape Spartel, where the Syperbe and Rupert rejoined 
him, and brought him Advice of the mighty Prepa- 
rations the Spaniards had made at Barcelona, and of 
their Fleet ſailing from thence the 18th of June to the 
Eaſtward. In paſſing by Gibraltar, Vice- Admiral 
Cornwall came out and joined him, with the Argyle 

and Charles Galley. The Squadron wanting Wa- 
ter, and the Wind continuing contrary, they an- 
chored off Cape Malaga, where having compleated 
their Watering in four Days, they proceeded to Mi- 
norca, where the Admiral was to land four Regi- 
ments of Foot, which he carried out from England, 
in order to relieve the Soldiers there in Garriſon, 
who were to embark and ſerve in the Squadron. On 
the 23d of July he anchored with the Squadron off 
Port- Mahon, Here he recerved' Advice, that the 
Spaniſh Fleet had been ſeen the goth” of June with- 
in forty Leagues of Naples, Steering S. E. upon 
which he diſpatched away Expreſſes to the Governor 
of Milan, and Viceroy of Naples, to inform them of his 
Arrival in the Mediterranean; and having ſhifted the 
Garriſons of Minorca, he failed from thence the 2 ↄth of 
July, and arrived the 1ſt of Auguft in the Bay of Naples. 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the Joy of thoſe People, 

at the long wiſh'd for Sight of a Fleet, which alone 
could aſſure their Safety. They had been under the 
greateſt Terrors, expecting that the prodigious Ar- 

N | mament 
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mament of Spain would have fallen upon that King. 
dom ; and though their Fears were relieved for the 
preſent, by the Deſcent of the Spaniards into Sicily, 
yet the Rapidity with which they had over-run the 
oreateſt part of that Iſland, and a reaſonable Suſpi- 
cion, that the Duke of Savoy would not much ex- 
poſe his Troops to defend the Remainder of a Coun- 
try, which, by the Terms of the Quadruple Alli- 
ance, was to be taken from him, and given to a Po- 
tentate whoſe Power in Italy he dreaded, made them 
look for the Enemy ſoon in Naples, where, the 
ſtrong Party that had appeared amongſt the Sicilian 
Nobility for Spain, made them apprehend, that no 
leſs a Faction would riſe in their Favour, upon their 
invading that Kingdom, where the Germans had but 
Twelve (ſome ſay Eight) thouſand Men, and the 
whole Country was ill provided for Defence. The 
common People indeed were generally in the Intereſt 
of the Houſe of Auſtria, which was greatly owing to 
the prudent Government of the Marſhal Count Daun 
their Viceroy, a Man endowed with all the Qualities 
fit for that high Employment, and the ſame Perſon 
who defended Turin ſo well, when it was beſieged by 
the Duke of Orleans in 1706, *cill it was relieved by 
the Duke of Savoy and Prince Eugene, He was of a 
courteous and affable Diſpoſition, but exact and ſted- 
dy in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, by which means 
he had ſuppreſs'd the Banditti who uſed to infeſt the 
Country; and had put a ſtop to the Murthers that 
were ſo frequent in the City, not ſuffering the Chur- 
ches to exerciſe their infamous Claim of San&u 

for ſuch flagitious Crimes. He did not indeed affect 
that Shew of Grandeur which the [talians are fond 
of ; but as his frugal manner of living freed him 
from the Neceſſity of oppreſſing them, ſo there was 


never any Complaint of that kind againſt him. He 
was very zealous for the Intereſts of his Maſter, 
which he promoted by juſt and wiſe Meaſures ; and a 
certain Conformity of Manners, wherein he and the 
Admiral reſembled each other, begat ſuch a quick 
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Expedition to S1cilLy, 15 
Confidence and Friendſhip between them, as helped 
to carry on the Service of the common Cauſe with 


unuſual Harmony and Diſpatch. 
The Fleet failing with a gentle Gale into the Bay 


of Naples, confiſting of Twenty-one Sail of the Line 
of Battle, moſt of them great Ships, and three of 
them bearing Flags, afforded ſuch a Spectacle as 
had never been ſeen in thoſe Parts betore. The 
whole City was in a Tumult of Joy and Exultation. 
The Shore was crowded with Multitudes of Coaches 
and People; and ſuch an infinite number of Boats came 
off, ſome with Proviſions and Refreſhments, others out 
of Curioſity and Admiration, that the Sea between the 


Fleet at Anchor and the Shore, was litterally covered. 


The Viceroy being incommoded with the Gout, 
ſent Colonel Count Hamillon to make his Compli- 
ments tothe Admiral, and to let him know the feeble 
Condition he was in, but that nevertheleſs he intend- 
ed to come off, and make him a Viſit. The Ad- 
miral returned the Civility by.his firſt Captain, who 
waiting on the. Viceroy, told him, the Admiral was 
ſenſible of the Honour he intended him, but deſired 
he would not give himſelf the trouble, - eſpecially 
as he was ill, and that he would immediately wait 
on his Excellency. The Admiral going aſhore, at- 
tended by. the Flag-Officers and Captains in their 
Boats, was ſaluted, at his Landing, by all the Can- 
non round the City and Caſtles, and was carried to 
the Duke De Matalon?'s Palace, pleaſantly ſituated 
by the Sea-ſide, which had been prepared for his Re- 
ception during his Stay at Naples. From thence he 
was conducted to Court through an infinite Throng 
of People, with-the greateſt Acclamations of Joy, and 
all the Honours; and Ceremonies paid to a Viceroy ; 
where entring into Conference with Count Daun, 
he learnt that the Spaniſo Army, conſiſting of about 
30000 Men, commanded by the Marquis De Lede, 
had landed the 2d of July in Sicily, and had ſoon 
made themſelves Maſters of the City and Caſtles of 
Palermo, and of great part of the Iſland ; that they 
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had taken the Town of Me/ina, and were then carZ 
rying on the Siege of the Citadel; that the Viceroy 


did not know, how far the Picdmonteſe Garriſon was 


to be depended on, but that they. muſt ſoon be obli- 
ed to ſurrender, if not relieved. That the laſt 
tters he had received from Vienna gave hopes, that 
the King of Sicily might be entered by this time into 
a particular Alliance with the Emperor, having de- 
fired the Aſſiſtance of his Troops, and agteed to re- 
ceive them into the Citadel. The next Morning 
the Viceroy viſited the Admiral, and renewing their 
Conference on the Meaſures to be taken in that Con- 
juncture of Affairs, it was agreed, that the Viceroy 
ſhould ſend General Welzel with 2000 German Foot 
in Tartans to Meſſina, to relieve the Citadel, and 
Fort St. Salvador ; and, as the Admiral was di- 
rected by his Orders to obſtruct any Attempts of the 
Spaniards on Sicily, he conſented to take thoſe 
Troops under his Protection; and accordingly, the 
Tranſports being got ready, he failed with them 
the 6th of Auguſt from Naples, and arrived the gth 

in view of the Fare of Me ina. 
Here the Admiral pauſed. He faw with Concern 
a new War rekindled in Europe by the Ambition of 
Spain. He weighed with- deep Confideration-the Con- 
ſequences of his Inſtructions, which made a Rupture 
with- that Nation unavoidable; if they perfiſted- in 
their Enterprize on Sicily; and being ardently de- 
firous of trying every Method of Negotiation; be- 
fore he proceeded to the Extremity of his Or- 
ders, he diſpatched Captain Saunders, his firft 
Captain, to Meſſina, with a Letter to the Mar. 
quis De Lede, acquainting him, „ that the King 
„his Maſter being engaged by ſeveral Treaties 
eto preſerve the Tranquillity of ' /taly, had ho- 
e noured him with the Command of a Squadron of 
& Ships, which he had ſent into thoſe Seas, and that 
he came fully empowered and inſtructed to pro- 
© mote fuch Meaſures as might beft accommodate 
© all Differences between the Powers 5 
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& That his Majeſty was employing his utmoſt En- 


deavours to bring about a general Pacification, 
and was not without hopes of Succeſs ; he there- 
fore propoſed to him to come to a Ceſſation of 


« Arms in Sicily for two Months, in order to give 
© time to the ſeveral Courts to conclude on ſuch 


'* Reſolutions as might reſtore a laſting Peace.” But 


added, that if he was not fo happy to ſucceed in 
this Offer of his Service, nor to be inſtrumental in 
& bringing about ſo deſirable a Work, he ſhould then 
© hope to merit his Excellency's Eſteem in the Ex- 
„ ecution of the other part of his Orders, which 
e were, to uſe all his Force to prevent farther At- 
* tempts to diſturb the Dominions his Maſter ſtood 
© engaged to defend.” The next Morning the Cap- 
tain returned with the General's Anſwer, that it 
* would be an inexpreſſible Joy for his Perſon to 
4 contribute to ſo laudable an End as Peace, but as 
© he had no Powers to treat, he could not of Con- 
* fequence'agree to any Suſpenſion of Arms, even at 
„ the Expence of what the Courage of his Maſter's 
“Arms might be put to, but ſhould follow his Or- 
« ders, which directed him to ſeize on Sicily for his 
© Maſter the King of Spain. That he had a true 
« Senſe of his accompliſhed Expreſſions, but his 
« Mafter's Forces would always be univerſally eſteem- 
ed in facrificing themfelves for the i”reſervation of 
ce their Credit, in which Caſes the Succeſs did not 
always anſwer the Ideas that were formed.“ 

The Admiral had received Intelligence, that the 
Spaniſb Fleet departed from Paradiſe (which is a Road 
at the Entrance of the Harbour of Meſina) the day 
before his Arrival off the Fare, which made him con- 
clude, that they were retired to Malta; and therefore, 
upon receiving the Marquis's Anſwer, he weighed 
Anchor, with Intention to come with his Squa- 
dron before Meſſina, in order to encourage and ſupport 
the Garriſon in the Citadel; but as he ſtood in about 
the Point of the Fare towards Meſſina, he ſaw two of 
the Spaniſſi Scouts in the Fare, and being informed 
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the ſame time by a Felucca, which came off from the 
Calabrian Shore, that they ſaw from the Hills the Spa- 
niſb Fleet lying by, the Admiral altered his Deſign, 
and ſending away General Wetzel with the German 
Troops to Reggio, under the Convoy of two Men of 
War, he ſtood through the Fare with his Squadron, 
with all the Sail he could, after their Scouts, imagin- 
ing they would lead him to their Fleet, which accord- 
| ingly they did; for before Noon he had a fair Sight 
of their whole Fleet lying by, anddrawn into a Line 
of Battle, conſiſting of 27 Sail of Men of War, ſmall 
and great, beſides two Fire-ſhips, four Bomb-Veſſels, 
ſeven Gallies, and ſeveral Ships laden with Stores and 
Proviſions, commanded by the Admiral Don Antonio 
de Caſtanela, and under him four Rear - Admirals, 
Chacon, Mari, Guevara and Cammock. On the Sight 
of the Engliſb Squadron, they ſtood away large, but 
in order of Battle. The Admiral followed them all 
the reſt of that day, and the ſucceeding Night, with 
ſmall Gales NEtly and ſometimes Calm, with fair 
Weather. The next Morning early (the 11th) the 
Engliſh being got pretty near up with them, the Mar- 
quis De Mari, Rear-Admiral, with ſix Spani/þ Men of 
War, and all the Gallies, Fireſhips, Bomb-Veſſels 
and Storeſhips, ſeparated from their main Fleet, and 
ſtood in for the Sicilian Shore, upon which the Ad- 
miral detached Captain Walton of the Canterbury with 
five more Ships after them, and the Argyle and Can- 
terbury getting within Gun- Shot of the headmoſt Ship 
about ſix in the Morning, the Argyle fired a Shot to 
bring her to, which ſhe not minding, the Argyle fired 
another, and the Canterbury being ſomething nearer, 
fired another, upon which the Spaniſh Ship fired her 
ſtern Chace at the Canterbury, and then the Engage- 
ment began. The Admiral purſuing the main Body 
of the Spaniſh Fleet, the Orford, Captain Falkingham, 
and the Grafton, Captain Haddock, came up firſt with 
them, about ten of the Clock, at whom the Spaniards 
fired their ſtern Chace Guns. The Admiral ſent Or- 
ders to thoſe two Ships not to fire, unleſs the Spaniards 
| repeated 
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repeated their firing, which they doing, the Orferd 
attacked the Santa Roſa of 64 Guns, and took her. 
The St. Carlos of 60 Guns ſtruck next, without 
much Oppoſition, to the Rent, Captain Matthews. 
The Grafton attacked warmly the Prince of Afurias 
of 70 Guns, formerly, called the Cumberlard, in 
which was Rear-Admiral Chacon, but the Bredab 
and Captain coming up, Captain Haddock left that 
Ship much ſhattered for them to take, and ſtretched 
a head after another Ship of 60 Guns, which had 
kept firing on his Starboard Bow, during his En- 
gagement with the Prince of Afturias. About one of 
the Clock the Kent, and ſoon after the Superbe, Cap- 
tain Maſter, came up with and engaged the Spaniſb 
Admiral of 74 Guns, who with two Ships more fired 
on them, and made a running Fight until about three, 
and then the Kent bearing down upon him, and under 
his Stern, gave him her Broadlide, and fell to Lee- 
ward; afterwards the Superbe putting for it to lay the 
Admiral aboard, fell on his Weather Quarter, upon 
which the Spaniſh Admiral ſhifting his Helm, the 
Superbe ranged up under his Lee Quarter, on which 
he ſtruck to her. At the ſame time the Bazfleur, in 
which was the Admiral, being a-ſtern of the Spani/5 
Admiral within Shot, and inclining on his Weather 
uarter, Rear-Admiral Guevara and another 60 Gun 
Ship, which were to Windward, bore down upon 
him, and gave him their Broadſides, and then clapt 
upon a Wind, ſtanding in for the Land. The Ad- 
miral immediately tacked and ſtood after them, until 
it was almoſt Night, but it being little Wind, and 
they galing away out of his Reach, he left purſuing 
them, and ſtood in to the Fleet, which he joined two 
hours after Night. The E/ex took the Juno of 36 
Guns, the Montague and Rupert took the Volante of 
44 Guns, and Rear- Admiral Delaval in the Dorſei- 
ſhire, took the Jabella of bo Guns. This Action 
happened off Cape Paſſaro, at about ſix Leagues di- 
ſtance from the Shore. The Engliſb received but little 
damage. The Ship that ſuffered moſt was the Graf- 
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ton, which being a good Sailor, her Captain engaged 
ſeveral Ships of the Enemy, always purſuing the 
Headmoſt, and leaving thoſe Ships he had diſabled or 
damaged, to be taken by thoſe that followed him. The 
Admiral lay by ſome days at Sea, to refit the Rigging 
of his Ships, and to repair the Damages the Prizes 
had ſuſtained; and the 18th receiv'd a Letter from 
Captain Walton * giving an Account, that he had 
taken four Spauiſb Men of War, one of 60 Guns, 
commanded by Rear- Admiral Mari, one of g4, one 
of 40, and one of 24 Guns, with a Bomb- Veſſel, and 
a Ship laden with Arms; and burnt four Men of 


War, one of 54 Guns, two of 40, and one of 30 


Guns, with a Fireſhip and a Bomb-Veſlcl. 

The Captain was one, whoſe natural Talents were 
fitter for atchieving a gallant Action, than deſcribing 
one, yet his Letter on this Occaſion, carries in it ſuch 
a Strain of military Eloquence, that it is worth inſert- 
ing here, | 

5 


We have taken and deſtroyed all the Spaniſh Ships 
and Veſſels, which were upon the Coaſt, the Num- 
ber as per Margin. I am, &c. 

Canterbury off G. WALTOxX. 

Sracaſa, 16th, Auguſi, 1718. | 
The Admiral having thus received a full Account 

of the whole Tranſaction, diſpatched away his eldeſt 

Son Mr. Byng to England; who arriving at Hampton- 

Court in fifteen days from Naples, brought thither the 


agreeable Confirmation of what publick Fame had 


before reported, and upon which the King had already 
written a + Letter to the Admiral with his own 
hand. Mr. Byng met with a moſt gracious Reception 
from his Majeſty, who made him a handſome Pre- 
ſent, and ſent him back with plenipotentiary Powers 
to his Father to negociate with the ſeveral Princes and 


time after. 


I See Appendix. 


* He awas knighted for this Action, and made a Flag-Officer ſome 


States 
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States of Laly as there ſhould be Occaſion, and with 
his royal Grant to the Officers and Seamen of all 


Prizes taken by them from the Spaniards. | 
The Conduct of the Spaniards in the Action of 


Paſſaro, did not anſwer the Vigour of the Reſolutions 
they had taken before it, Upon Notice of the Ap- 
proach of the Engliſh Squadron, they held a Conſul- 
tation, in which the Queſtion was not, whether they 
ſhould fight or retreat, but in what Station they ſhould 
expect them? Whether go out from Maſſina to meet 


them, or paſs through the Fare to the Southward, and 


lying by in order of Battle, receive them there ? 
Which latter Opinion prevailed, But when the Ad- 
miral came up near to them, they ſoon abandoned 
their Order of Battle, and falling into Confuſion and 
Incertainty whether ta reſiſt or fly, by doing neither, 
they became an eaſy Prey, and the Engliſh might be 
rather ſaid to have made a Seizure, than to have got- 
ten a Victory, There was indeed ſome Diſproportion 
in the Strength of the two Fleets, a Liſt of both which 
is in the Appendix: But the Inequality was not ſuch 
as deterred the Spaniards from a reſolution of fighting, 
tho' it was but ill ſupported afterwards in the Execu- 
tion. But this Juſtice is due to the Admiral Caftaneta, 
and to Rear-Admiral Chacon, that they made as good 
a Defence with their own Ships as could be expected, 
and the former was wounded in both Legs. 

It was reported, that at a Conſultation of the Spaniſh 
Admirals, Rear-Admiral Cammock gave his Opinion, 
that they ſhould remain at Anchor in the Road of 
Paradiſe, ranging their Ships in a Line of Battle, 
with their Broadſides to the Seaz which Meaſure 
would certainly have given the Engliſb Admiral infi- 
nite Trouble to attack them. For the Coaſt is 
ſo bold, that the biggeſt Ships could ride with a 
Cable aſhore ; and farther out the Currents are ſo va- 
rious and rapid, that it would have been hardly 
practicable to get up to them, but impoſſible to anchor 
or lye by them in Order of Battle : Beſides, they lay 
ſo near the Shore, and could have received ſuch 
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Aſſiſtance of Soldiers from the Army to mann and 
defend them; and the Annoyance the Spaniards might 
have given from the ſeveral Batteries they could have 
Planted along the Shore, would have been ſuch, that 
the only way of attacking the Ships ſeemed to be by 
boarding and grappling with them at once, to pre- 
vent being caſt off by the Currents, which would have 
been a very hazardous Undertaking, wherein the 
Spaniards would have had many Advantages, and 
the Engliſb Admiral have run the Chance of deſtroy- 
Ing his Flee:, or buying a Victory, if he ſucceeded, 
very dear. 

The Councils of Spain were at this time under the 
Management of two Italians, the Queen and the Abbot 
Alberoni, whom ſhe had raiſed to the Dignity of Car- 
dinal and Prime Miniſter, They had vaſt Defigns 
in View, ard by ſecret Intrigues with the King of 
Sicily, and other Talian Princes and States, had lafd 
no leſs a Scheme, than to exterminate the Houſe of 
Auſtria and the Imperial Power out of 1taly. And 
it was thought to be owing to the doubts they had of 
the Sincerity of the King of Sicily, that the Storm fell 
firſt upon his Dominions, which was intended elſewhere, 
The Armament they fitted out was ſuitable to the 
F Greatneſs of the Undertaking ; never any Nation ſent 
| to Sea an Army ſo numerous, ſo well appointed, and 
ſo provided with all Neceſſaries for a diſtant Expedi- 

tion; the leaſt Implement was not forgotten. All 
which was owing to the indefatigable Care of Don v 
Joſeph Patinho, a Man of great Abilities, who went th 

in the Expedition, and had the abſolute Direction and 
Management of the whole Enterprize, except the 
military Command. The World was amazed to ſee th 
Chain exerting a Vigor, ſhe had not ſhewn for above; f 
a Century paſt. Some of the principal Priſoners, and 0 
Caſtaneta himſelf, aſſured the Admiral, that they in- | 
tended the Summer following to have at Sea 50 Sail T 
of the Line of Battle; which the great Preparations f 
in the Ports of Biſcay, and other Ports of Spain, made | © 
very probable. Thole in Biſcay, which were one 9 
| wn 


Pay © 


a Af a 1 


9 = A A A 


— 
— 


.. 2 nas 


% ⁵D . ⅛ ts ano Ho 


— 


A MH fR 


I A @ — 4 RA 0 


=, 


Expedition t0 8 10 1 l v. 23 


of War of 70 Guns, and two of 60, newly built, 
with an incredible Quantity of Timber, Pitch and 
Tar, and other naval Stores, for building more, were 
all deſtroyed by an Engliſh Squadron, aſſiſted by a 
Detachment which the Duke of Berwick ſpared from 
his Army, at the Solicitation of Colonel Stanhope the 
Engliſh Miniſter, who contrived the Defign, and 
ſerving as a Voluntier in the Enterprize, principally 
contributed to the Execution of it. 

It ſhould ſeem but HI Policy in a Court, intent on 
ſuch mighty Deſigns, to provoke and irritate, wich- 
out Cauſe, a Nation the moſt capable in the World 
of thwarting and defeating them. And yet they ſeem- 
ed to make it a ſtudied Point to vex and diſtreſs 
the Engliſb by all manner of Ways in their Com- 
merce, inſomuch that their Trade with Spain was 
almoſt ruined and loſt. They demanded Arbitrary 
and heavy Duties from the Exgliſb Factories reſiding 
in their Ports, from which the Treaties expreſsly 


exempted them ; and upon refuſal of Payment, their 


Houſes were ſurrounded by Soldiers, their Ware- 
houſes and Cheſts broke open, and their Goods fold 
at publick Outcry, The royal Officers uſed them 
with ſuch Injuſtice and Inſolence, as if they knew, 
they made their Court by doing ſo. Every Poſt 
brought Complaints to the Exg/ih Miniſter at Ma- 
drid, of new Grievances and Oppreſſions. The Me- 
morials delivered to that Court for Redreſs were 
numberleſs, without the leaſt Regard ſhewn to them. 
When any Tranſportation of Troops was intended, 


they immediately Embargoed all the Eugliſb Mer- 


chant Ships in their Ports, compelling their Maſters, 
with great Circumſtances of Severity, to enter into 
their Service, impriſoning them in common Goals, 
if they refuſed, and obliging them to unload their 
Cargoes, tho' periſhable, and conſigned to other 
Markets. They proceeded ſo far in their unjuſt 
Treatment, that their Cruizers brought into the Ports 
of Spain what ever Engliſb Merchant- Ships they met 
with in the open Sea, tho bound to Taly, or other diſtant 
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Parts, and compelled them to unload their Cargoes, 
and enter into their Service. Such as were not uſed 
by them for Tranſports, had their Seamen taken 
away to ſerve in their Men of War. Rear- Admiral 
| Cammack prefs'd no lets than Sixty for his own Ship, 
and one of the Maſters endeavouring to keep his 
Men, had both his Ears cut off. The Battle of Pa/- 
/aro was fortunate to thoſe poor People, for when the 


Iſſue of it was known, 45 Engliſh Tranſports made 


their Eſcape from Meſſina to Reggio, ſeveral of them 
laden with Military Stores and Proviſions 3 and their 
Maſters applying to the Admiral, he granted them 
Convoy to the Ports in /taly where they deſired to go; 
but ſome choſe to ſtay and enter into the Emperor's 
Service, to tranſport his Troops from Genoa and Na- 
ples to Sicily. | | 

We left the Admiral at Sea, gathering together his 
Ships, which having done, he put into Syraciſa the 
19th, where he found Captain Walton and his Prizes. 
Syracuſa was at that time blocked up by a Detach- 
ment of the Spaniſh Army, into which City Count 
Maffei, the Duke of Savoy's Viceroy, had retreated 
with difficulty from Palermo, and had 1n the Place a 
numerous Garriſon, But the firſt and principal Point 
of the Spaniſh General was to get Meſina into his 
Hands, as the ſafeſt Port for their Fleet, and the moſt 
proper Place to facilitate and ſecure the Conqueſt of 
the reſt of the Iſland, and from whence they deſigned 
to tranſport their numerous Horſe, and the greateſt 
part of their Foot, over to Calabria, and to have car- 
ried the War into the Kingdom of Naples. The Ci- 
tadel of Meſſina was defended by a Piedmonteſe Gar- 
riſon, commanded by the Marquis D' Andorno, but 
the Duke of Savoy being unable to ſupport the 
IgE, had ſolicited the Emperor for his Aſſiſtance, 
and a Convention was made between the Viceroy of 
Naples and the Count De Bourgue, Reſident of Sa- 
voy, whereby the former was to ſend a Detachment 
of German Troops, to be admitted into the Citadel-on 
Joint and equal Terms of Command; for which Ser- 
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vice Baron Welzel was diſpatched away with 2000 
Foot, as has been before related. Bur the Succeſs of 
the Briti/h Fleet had raiſed ſuch a Confidence in the 
Garriſon of their Security againſt any Attempts from 
the Spaniards, that the Reſident endeavoured to elude 
an Agreement, the Neceſſity of which he thought no 


longer ſubſiſted, pretending want of Power to make 


ſuch a Conceſſion without an Equivalent, but that he 
would write to his Court for farther Orders. This 
coming to the Admiral's Knowledge, he repreſented 
in ſtrong Terms to Count Maffei, the Unfairneſs 
of ſuch a Proceeding, and how contrary it was to 
« what he himſelf had agreed to in their Conference 
together the Day before upon that Subject. That 
« ſuch a Diſagreement, at a time that the Citadel was 
« ſo vigoroully attacked by the Enemy, might be a 
« means of their taking it, which the Reputation of 
« the Engliſh Fleet would not ſuffer him to be an idle 
«« Spectator of; and therefore, if he was reſolved to 
« ſtay till he had Inſtructions from the Court of Tu- 
« „in, he ſhould likewiſe fend to his Court for farther 
« Orders; and in the mean time, would retire from 
« the Iſland to ſome. other place, to refreſh his Men, 
& and refit his Ships, till he ſhould receive new Di- 
& rections from England.” This had ſuch an Effect 
upon the Viceroy, that he gave immediate Orders for 
putting the Agreement in Execution, and for admit- 
ting German Troops into the Citadel, This Point be- 
ing adjuſted, the Admiral (having ſent away Vice- 
Admiral Cornwall with ſuch of his Ships as wanted 
refitting, and all the Prizes, to Port- Mabon, with 
Orders not to ſuffer the leaft Embezlement to be made, 
but to preſerve every thing entire, till his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure ſhould be known) failed himſelf the 23d of 
Auguſt from Syracuſa, and arrived the 26th at Reggio, 
where General Wetzel informing him, that he hourly 
expected a Reinforcement of 4000 Men from Naples, 
which, with thoſe he had with him, and the Garriſon 
in the Citadel, would make about 9oo0 Men, and, 
upon their Arrival, he ſhould form a Project _—_ 
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ſing the Siege of the Citadel, if the Admiral would 
ſtay to countenance and protect him with his Fleet; 
he readily conſented thereto, knowing the extreme Im- 
portance of not letting Me//ine tall into the Hands of 
the Enemy, and being directed by freſh Orders from 
England to do all he could to prevent it. But thoſe 
Forces proving not ſufficient for the Fxecution of the 
intended Project, the General contented himſelf with 
ſupplying the Citadel from time to time with freſh 
Troops from Reggio; notwithſtanding which, the 
Spaniards puſhed on the Siege with ſo much Vigor 
and Succeſs, that the Governor ſurrendered the Cita- 
del by Capitulation on the 29th of September to the 
great Surprize and Diſſatisfaction of the Germans. 
The Piedmonteſe part of the Garriſon was tranſported 
by Sea to Syracuſa, and the Germans to Reggio. 
The Admiral receiving Advice, that Rear- Admiral 
| Cammock with three Spaniſh Men of War, and as 
| many Frigates, which had eſcaped from the Battle, 
was at Malta; and that a rich Engliþ Merchant-ſhip 
komeward bound from Turkey, was dctained in that 
Port, and in ſome danger; as likewiſe five Sicilian 
Gallies, which had taken Refuge there ever ſince the 
Arrival of the Spaniſh Fleet in Sicily; he ſtood over 
to that Iſland, where he learnt, that Rear-Admiral 
Cammock had failed from thence five Days before, 
with four Ships which he had cleaned there. The 
Marquis De Rivaroles, General of the Sicilian Gallies, 
coming off to the Admiral, made great Complaints 
of the Partiality and ill Uſage of that Government, 
in ſuffering him to be expoſed to daily Affronts from 
the Spaniards, and prayed his Protection and Afiſ- 
tance to get away from thence, upon which the Ad- 
miral ſent his Firſt Captain with his Compliments to 
the Grand Maſter, and deſired, that thoſe Gallies 
might have free Liberty to come out to him. The 
Grand Maſter ſent off three great Croſſes of the Or- 
der to the Admiral, who with much Politeneſs gave 
him all the Aſſurances poſſible of Freedom for the 
Gallics to do what they pleaſed, upon which he ſent 
word 
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word to the Marquis to come out. But he returning 


anſwer, That the Spaniſb Ships had laid themſelves in 


the way to ſtop his Paſſage, and threatned to fink 
him, if he offered to ſtir, the Admiral ſent to the 
Grand Maſter a ſecond Meſſage, That if he ſuffered 
the Neutrality of the Port to be violated, or any ill 
Treatment to be given to the Gallies, he ſhould take 
the Meaſures that would be neceſſary on that occaſion 
but the grand Maſter proteſting, that no Violence 
ſhould be uſed, and that he would be anſwerable for 
it, the Admiral ſent again to the Marquis to come out, 
aſſuring him, that if the Spaniards offered the leaſt 
Obſtruction, he would aſſiſt him to deſtroy them in 
the very Port ; but the Marquis continuing under great 
Perplexity and Terror, the Admiral, tired with his 
Delay, ſent him word, that he was well ſatisfied of 
the Honour of the Grand Maſter in preſerving the 
Privilege of the Port, and therefore, if he would 
not make uſe of the preſent Opportunity, he ſhould 
ſuſpect that his Fears were affected, and uſed only as 
an Artifice to ſtay there, and would give himſelf 10 
farther trouble about him; and accordingly weighed, 
in order to depart, but this Meſſage wrought ſo upon 
the Marquis, that he immediately haſtned out with 
his Gallies, without any Obſtruction from the Spa- 
niards ; but they were in ſo miſerable a condition, 
that the Admiral was forced to lend them Seamen and 


Pilots to navigate them, and Caulkers to ſtop their 


Leaks. The Turkey Ship came out likewiſe, and 
Joined the Admiral, who ſent the Gallies under a Con- 
voy to Syracuſa, and having ſeen the Turkey Merchant- 
Ip Gor of Danger, he arrived the 2d of November 
in the Bay of Naples, from whence he ſent Rear-Ad- 
miral Delaval with two 80 Gun Ships, and a Fire- 
Ship, home to England. Here the Count De Luzan, 
Son-in-law to the Marquis De Rialp, Secretary of 
State at Vienna, brought the Admiral a gracious Let- 
ter from the Emperor, written with his own Hand, 


2845 Appendix, 


— 


2 


and 


28 Expedition to SICILY. 
and his Picture ſet round with large brillant Dia- 
monds. 3 | 

The taking of Meſſina was a Point of great conſe- 
quence, as it made the Spaniards Maſters of all Si- 
ty, except Syracnſa; Trapani, and Melazzo (where 
the Duke of Savoy had ſtill Garriſons) and as it de- 
| ing the Engliſb Fleet of a Port to winter in, tnere 
deing no other good Harbour in thoſe Parts, The 
Emperor ſaw before him a difficult Task to get Poſ- 
ſeſſion of an Ifland, which the Quadruple Alliance 
had deſigned for him. The Duke of Savoy had only 
the three aforenamed Towns to deliver up, which he 
ſerupled doing without the promiſed Equivalent, and 
the Emperor had it not to give him. But tho' the 
Emperor had 'gotten thofe Places, the Recovery of the 
reſt of the Ifland was to be a Work of Conqueſt. 
The Spaniards had an Army well appointed, well 

aid, and the Affections of the People on their ſide. 

hey would have little feared any Enterprizes of the 
Germans, if the Sea had been neutral between them. 
The Duke of Savoy finding himſelf under Circum- 
ſtances of Difficulty, the Spaniards on the one hand 
taking moſt of his Towns in Sicily from him, and 
the Emperor on the other, by virtue of the Quadru- 
ple Alliance, demanding his Evacuation of tie reſt, 
whilſt the Iſland of Sardinia, allotted to him by the 
fame Treaty, remained in the Hands of the Enemy; 
and having Jealouſy, that when the Imperialiſtis had 
obtained their Iſland, he ſhould be left to get the 
other as he could, and deſiring, to have ſome reaſon- 
able Security for the one, before he parted with his 
Intereſt in the other, a Convention was made between 
thoſe Princes at Vienna (Monſieur De St. Sapborin 
the King's Miniſter aſſiſting) dated 29th December, 
1718, whereby it was agreed to form an Army for 
an Expedition to Sardinia as ſoon as poſlible, to- 
wards which the Emperor was to furniſh 6500 Foot, 
and 600 Horſe, at his own Expence, and the Duke 
of Savoy was entirely to evacuate Sicily, and join 
5000 Men of his Troops from that Iſland to — 
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with the Imperialiſts on that Service; and in the 
mean time, till they could be tranſpotted from Sicily, 
they were to co- operate with the Germans againſt the 
common Enemy. This Treaty of Convention was 
ſent to Naples, for the Viceroy, the Duke of Sa- 

voy's Miniſter, and the Admiral, to conſult t 
of the beſt means to put it in Execution. The Buſi- 
neſs hung long perplexed with Difficulties on the 
part of the Miniſter of Savoy, from a Jealouſy and 
Diſtruſt. of the Germans; but the Admiral interpo- 
ſing, and removing by degrees all Scruples, an A- 
greement was at laſt concluded and ſigned between 
them, upon which the Miniſter of Savoy delivered 
to the Viceroy his Maſter's Orders to Count Maffei 
to evacuare the Towns in his Poſſeſſion to the Im- 
perialiſts. But the Expedition againſt Sardinia did 
not go on, as will be ſhewn anon. Ds 
The Winter being now ſet in, the Viceroy and 
Admiral held frequent Conſultations together, about 
the farther Operations againſt the Enemy. It was 
judged abſolutely neceſſary to maintain the Poſt of Me- 
lazzo, which had been long blockaded, and was now 
beſieged by the Spaniſo Army, both ſides making 
this their principal Point during the Winter, the one 
to hold their Footing in the Hand by means of this 
Place; the other, by taking it, to ſhut them out. 
All the Troops from Reggio, and ſome Horſe from 
Naples, being got into the Town under the Com- 
mand of the Generals Caraffa and Velerani, it was 
reſolved in a Council of War held the 14th of OFo- 
ber, to ſally out upon the Enemy. — the 
next Morning by break of Day, they marched out 
in two Columns, the firſt conſiſting of fix, and the 
other of five Battalions, and attacked the Spaniſh 
Entrenchments, which they carried after an' Engage- 
ment of four Hours, and got poſſeſſion of their Camp 
in the Center and om the left, with three Pieces of 
Cannon. But the Soldiers falling to plunder, the 
Spaniards rallied on their right, and the Marquis De 
Lede coming up at the ſame time with freſh 2 
rom 
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from Meſſina, who had lain ſhort the Night be- 
fore, they attacked the Germans in their Turn, 
and drove them back into their Camp under the 
Walls of the Town, whoſe Artillery protected their 
Retreat, and prevented a greater Slaughter. In this 
Action about 1200 Men were killed or wounded 
on each Side, and General Veterani was taken. 
Melazzo is an ill fortified Town, on the North 
Side of the Iſland of Sicily, not far diſtant from the 
Fare, ftanding on a Neck of Land which runs out 
into the Sea like an 1thmus. Carafa being recalled 
to Naples, Baron Zumjungen arrived at Melazzo the 
27th of November, to command the Forces; And 
being followed by the Generals Wachtendonck and 
- Seckendorf, with large Supplies of Troops from 7taly, 
and the place being too {trait to contain them, they 
carried their Entrenchments out of the Town, with- 
in leſs than Piſtol Shot of thoſe of the Spaniards, fo 
that neither Side being able to advance farther, both 
lay all the Winter in an unwholeſome Situation, it 
being low bad Ground, and the Trenches filled with 
Water in rainy, and by the Sea in blowing Weather, 
ſo that great Numbers of Men periſhed on both Sides. 
The Germans had no Proviſions but what came from 
time to time in ſmall Embarcations from Calabria, 
and other Ports of Naples. Rear-Admiral Cammoeck, 
who was got with his Squadron into Meſſina, and the 
Inhabitants of the Iſland of Lipari, who are eſteem- 
ed bold Mariners, and have many armed Veſſels, lay in 
the way of intercepting thoſe Supplies,and the leaſt diſap- 
pointment muſt have ſtarved the Garriſon, for their Con- 
ſumption was very. great, and they had no Magazines. 
It was very hard Service, unknown and aſtoniſhing 
to the Pilots of that Country, to employ Ships 
cruizing in thoſe dangerous Seas, during the Rigor 
of the Winter, For, when the Weſterly or Nor- 
therly Winds blow, there is ſo little Sea-room in 
that narrow Station, and the Currents ſet in fo 
ſtrong upon the Calabrian Shore, accompanied with 
a vaſt rolling Sea, that it is extremely difficult 4s 
; Ships 
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to work to Windward, or indeed to hold their 


Shi 

_ and avoid ſtranding on a Lee Shore, The 
Admiral had appointed a Squadron under the Com- 
mand of Captain Fallon, to cruize upon this Sta- 
tion, to hinder Rear- Admiral Cammock from coming 
out of the Fare, and to ſecure the Paſſage of the 


Veſſels with Proviſions for the German Camp. It 
chanced to prove ſuch tempeſtuous Weather, that 
no Proviſions had arriv'd in a Month at Melazzo, 
and Captain Mallon was blown off from his Station, 
and had not been ſeen or heard of in fix and twenty 
days. Rear-Admiral Cammock took hold of this Op- 
portunity to get out of Meſſina the Moment t 
eather abated, and appearing before Tropea with 
Engliſh Colours, ſent a letter aſhore to the Gover- 
nor, under a fictitious Name of one of the Engliſs 
Captains, acquainting him, that he was come — 
by Admiral Byng's Orders to convoy the Embarca- 
tions with Proviſions to Melazzo, and preſſed him 
to diſpatch them away, the Place being in the utmoſt 
diſtreſs. Had this Stratagem ſucceeded, it would 
have entirely ruined the Emperor's Affairs in Sicily; 
but the Governor happening to be a wary Man, and 
obſerving: the Letter to be written on Genoa Paper, 
from that ſingle Circumſtance, conceived a Suſpicion 
which made him refuſe to ſend the Embarcations our 
to him. In the mean time, the Admiral being made 
ſenſible of the Extremities the Germans were reduced 
ro, had no other way left, than to fill four Men of 
War (juſt arrived at Naples from Port. Mahon) with 
Proviſions, directing their Captains to attempt at all 
bazards to get to Melazzo, which three of them did 
with much difficulty and danger, (the 4th being diſ- 
abled by bad Weather) and came providentially to 
the Relief of the Garriſon at a time they muſt other- 
wiſe have ſurrendered to the Enemy, or periſhed by 
Famine. A few days after, Captain Halton recover- 


ed his Station, upon the Sight of whom Rear-Admi- 
ral Cammock retired into Meſſina, 


Melazzs 
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Meclazzo being reſcued from Danger, and reinfor- 
ced daily with freſh Supplies of Men and Proviſi- 
ons, the Spaniards deſpairing to take the Place, tur- 
ned the Siege into a Blockade, and worked hard in 
fortifying their own Entrenchments, 1n order to kee 
the Germans pent up in the Town, and obſtruct 
the Deſcent of the Army expected in the Spring. 
The Admiral having made a proper Diſpoſition 
of Ships in different Stations round the Iſland, to 
keep the Sea open to the Germans, and ſhut to the 
Spaniards, was preparing to depart with the reſt that 
had ſuffered by bad Weather, to refit at Port- Mahon, 
when the Viceroy entreated him to aſſiſt at a Conference 
to be held at the Palace, where he met the Generals 
Caraffa, Wetzel, and the Marquis De Fuencalada, Ge= 
neral of the Neapolitan Gallies, The Viceroy opened 
it by acquainting them, * thata Truce with the Turks 
being concluded, Prince Eugene was ſending from 
« Hungary a body of about 6000 Horſe, and 10000 
« Foot, which added to the Troops in Melazzo, 
«'was thought a ſufficient Number for the Con- 
« queſt of the Iſland : That they would proba- 
„ bly arrive at Naples in the beginning of March, 
« and he ſhould be glad to know their Sentiments 
of the propereſt Place for their landing in Sicily, 
& and touched on ſeveral Propoſitions about it, as at 
e Syracuſa or Taormina, on the Eaſt Side of the 
% Iſland, or at Patti on the North Side, not far Weſt- 
« ward from Melazzo.” General Caraffa objected 
to the landing at Syracuſa, as it would be a means 
« of prolonging the War; that the Place was too 
« diſtant from Melazzo, and Auguſta and Catania 
de lying in the way, the Siege of thoſe Places would 
* coſt more Time and Men than could be ſpared, 
„ beſides the garriſoning them afterwards. That 
< their March from thence lay for the moft part 
« over barren Mountains, amongſt a diſaffect- 
«© ed People, where they fhould find no Sub- 
& fiſtance but what they carried with them; and the 
paſſing afterwards through narrow Defilez _— 
« Plain 


Expedition ro S 10 1L L. 33 


% Plain of Melazzo, where the Enemy lay, was to 
& attack them at too great a diſadvantage: and 
therefore he concluded for fecking the Enemy as 
* ſoon as poſſible, and for that End to land as ncar 
sto them as might be. General Welzel being next 
„to ſpeak, preferred the landing at Syracuſu, as it 
& would be a work of Eaſe and Safety, and done 


<< without Interruption 3 that it would probably draw 


„ ſome of the Enemy's Force that way, and fo re- 
„ lieve the Troops in Me/azz0 ; that it would ex- 
2 = the Army too much to land in the Neigh- 
& bourhood of the Enemy, who feeing them ap- 
„ proaching from the Sea, would eaſily gueſs at 


the Place they deſigned to land, and leaving a 


„Guard in their Camp, march a ſufficient Body of 
<6 Troops to oppoſe the Deſcent, which was a diffi- 
cult and tedious Work in it ſelf, eſpecially with 
regard to the debarking the Horſe,” Carnffa 
asking him, how long he thought the Enemy 
might be marching to the landing Place, aſter they 
knew where it would be, and 7/zel allowing cight 
hours, Caraffa reply'd, the Foot could be all land- 
ed in that time, and formed into proper Order to 
receive the Enemy, and the landing the Horſe might 
be afterwards a work of leiſure. But Merael adhered 
to his Opinion. The General of the Gallies, 
next, in a very long diſcourſe, excuſed himſelf 
from giving any Opinion upon a Subject that re- 
« lated to the Land Service, and referring himſelf 
4 to what the two Generals had faid before him, 
& concluded, that great Caution ought to be ta- 
„ ken, which ever Opinion ſhould be followed.“ 
The Admiral gathering from their Diſcourſe, that paft 
of the expected Troops were to embark at Fiume and 
Trieſte, and to come round by Sea to Reggio, and pro- 
bably paſs on thro the Fart to Naples, told them, “that 
Land- Forces ſhould be truſted to the Sea 'as 
« little as poſſible, eſpecially in that early and 
« uncertain Seaſon; that if they landed at Man- 
« fredonin on the Adriatick Side, the Traje& 
270] c & would 
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% would be ſhort, and their March morce cer- 
„ tain to their Rendezvous at Naples.” He then 
went on to deliver his Opinion, That the 
% Troops they expected were not ſufficient to 
recover the Iſland from the Enemy. That it was 
* a great Error to hold the Spaniards in Con- 
„ tempt, whoſe Behaviour hitherto in Sicily had 
« given no reaſon for it: That they were be- 
* come uſed ro Arms and Hardſhips, and the 
© Germans would find them like other Men. Thar 
according to a Calculation he had made, 
„ when thoſe Troops ſhould be joined to rhe 
& Forces in Melazzo, they would not be able, 
« after leaving the neceſſary Garriſons in the 
„ Towns which the Duke of Savoy was to de- 
liver up, to bring into the Field a greater 
„Number than what the Spaniſh Army was re- 
ported to be; and that without a conſiderable 
„ Superiority, little Succeſs was to be expected 
„ in a Country, where the III-will of the 
* People towards them, and their Inclinations 
to the Spaniards were ſo very evident, that 
they were to hope for no Aſſiſtance, but ex- 
<6 pect every diſtreſs from them.” He added, 
© That they were not to look upon the Enemy 
« as a mouldering Army, for notwithſtanding all 
„ the Care of his Cruizers, they received fre- 
« quent Recruits from Spain and Sardinia, and 
« even from /taly in open Veſſels and Boats, 
& which was not always in his Power to pre- 
event. And beſides, the Marquis De Lede had 
& lately raiſed four Regiments of Foot, and one 
“ of Horſe in the Iſland it ſelf.“ The Viceroy 
acknowledged the Force of his reaſoning, but la- 
mented the Diſtance of the Court ot Vienna, 
which hindred them from ſeeing into and con- 
ſidering enough theſe Difficulties, and who pur- 
ſued only one Maxim, that if they ſent Men, 
they ought to conquer. The Admiral propoſed, 
that an Officer ſhould be ſent to Vienna, to * 
— ent 
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ſent the Poſture of Affairs to that Court in a bet- 


ter light than they ſcemed to view them in, and 


to bring back their final Reſolutions concerning 
the Operations of the War; and Count Hamilton 
was pitched upon for that Purpoſe. 

The Conference being ended, the Admiral took 
his leave of the Viceroy, and ſer fail the zd of 
February for Port- Mahon, to refit his Ships, and 


put them in a Condition to go on early with 


the Operations of the Campaign, leaving his 
eldeſt Son at Naples to manage his Correſpon- 
dence with the Viceroy, and to inform the Court 


of England of all Occurrences in thoſe Parts. 


Captain Mattheꝛus being left with a Squadron at 
Pentemelia, to obſerve Rear-Admiral Cammock, and 
hinder his eſcaping out of Meſſina to the Southward, 


had the good fortune to run one of them aſhore, a 
Ship of 64 Guns, called the & Roſelia; and ano- 


ther called the St. Pedro of Go Guns was caſt 
away in Tarento- Bay. Cammork himſelf endeayour- 
ing to get away to Spain in a ſmall Frigate of 22 
Guns, was chaſed the 6th of February by a Ship of 


Captain. Matthews's Squadron, and eſcaped with 


much difficulty in his Boat to Catania, but the 
Frigat was taken, with all his Effects and Papers, 
amongſt which was a Commiſſion from the Pre- 


tender, appointing him Admiral of the white 


Squadron. | | 

This unhappy Man was a Native of Veland, 
and being bred up at Sea, had. raiſed himſelf to 
the Poſt of a Captain, and ſerved in Queen Anne's 
War, with no bad Character. But aſſociating 
himſelf with thoſe who were Enemies to the 
Houſe of Hanover, and becoming obnoxious to 
the Government, on the Acceſſion of that Family 
to the Crown he abandoned his Country, and en- 
tered into the Service of Spain, where he was 
promoted to the Rank of a Rear-Admiral, and 
ſerved in that Poſt in the Expedition againſt Si- 


ily, He had never been noted to want Cour:ge, 


21 but 
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but in the Action of Paſſaro, he ran away among 
the firſt, and 1 to Malta, affording an In- 


ſtance, how much a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt and 
Dread of Puniſhment depreſſes the Heart more 
than the Fear of a fair Enemy. He was a vain 
boaſting Man, with a roving unſettled Head, fil- 
led with airy Schemes and Projects, without any 
Judgment or difcretion. He aſſured Signor Patinho, 
that he could put moſt of the Engliſh Fleet into 
his Hands, ih recompence for that which he had 
loſt; and in that ſenſeleſs Confidence, wrote a 
"Letter to the Admiral, to let him know, that 
he had the Pretender's Commands to aſſure him, 
if he would bring over the greateſt part of his 
Fleet to Meſſina, or to any Port in Spain, he 
would create him Duke of Albermarle, with a 
Royal Bounty of one hundred thouſand Pounds to 
ſupport the Honour and Dignity of that Rank; 
"and that every Captain ſhould have ten thouſand 
Pounds, and the Seamen a Gratuity of two Months 
Wages. That Signor Patinho would ſatisfy him of 
the King of Spain's Security for the Perfor- 
mance of this Agreement, and that no Body elſe 
but the Dukes of Ormond and Mar were in the Se- 
cret. Whether he wrote by Direction or not, does 
not appear, but the Letter met with the Con- 
tempt it deſerved. He likewiſe ſent another Let- 
ter to Captain Walton, with the Promiſe of a Re- 
ward of ten thouſand Pounds, a Commiſſion of 
Admiral of the Blue, and to be made an Engliſb 
Peer, if he would bring his Ships into Meſſina, 
which the honeſt Captain brought to the Admiral, 
with vehement Expreſſions of Abhorrence and In- 
dignation. 3 
555 Wegner Patinho had hitherto reſided in Meſſina, 
{ | directing the Affairs of the Iſland for the Intereſt 
! of his Maſter with great Prudence; but his Pre- 
ſence being wanted at the Court of Spain, he em- 
| barked on board a clean Felucca, on the 16th of Ja- 
F- wary, in the Night, and put to Sea, attended by 
Y:) two 
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two Gallies. If the Darkneſs had continued an 
Hour longer, he would have unavoidably fallen 
into the Mouths of two of our Cruizers, which 
chaſed his Gallies into a Bay near Palermo, but 
the Felucca eſcaped and landed him in Itah, from 
whence he proceeded to Madrid, and by his 
Councils and induſtry all Methods were uſed for 
n their Army in Sicily with Recruits of 
Men, and all Neceſſaries of war. The Yenetians 
and Genoeſes, and even the French Conſuls in the 
Ports of Italy, notwithſtanding the tevere Prohi- 
bitions of the Regent, were corrupted to give 
them all the Aſſiſtance poſſible z and though many 
Veſſels were taken, many eſcaped. As to the French, 
the Admiral found himſelf under a Difficulty how 
to treat the Ships of a Nation that was in ſtrict 
Alliance with England He made loud Complaints 
of their Partiality, 'till at laſt the Regent gave 
him leave to confiſcate all thoſe he met with in 
the Service of Spain, which put ſome ſtop to 
their clandeſtine Proceedings. | 

It may not be improper to mention here an In- 


| Nance or two of the unfair Practice of other 
Nations at this time upon the Engliſ Trade, and 
1 


which it is to be apprehended will always be the 
Caſe, whenever England is engaged in Foreign 
Wars. The Admiral having intelligence from 


' Genoa, that a Privateer of 24 Guns had been fit- 
ted out by French Merchants of that Place, and 


was cruizing with a Spaniſh Commiſſion off of 
Cape Corſo, and having no ſmall Frigates with 
him, he converted the Loo Hoſpital Ship into a 
Frigat, and putting 20 Guns and 100 Men into 
her, ſent her, under the Command of Captain 
Prothero, in queſt of the ſaid Privateer. The Cap- 
tain fortunately met with her off of the Ifland 
of Capraia, and after a ſmart Engagement, took 
her. She had 130 Men, moſt French, of whom 
F6 were killed, and 19 wounded, with the Loſs 
only of two Men in the Loo, and four wounded. 

C3 The 
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The Admiral directed the Priſoners to be ſent to 
Thoulon, and delivered into the Cuſtody of the 
Intendant: And he wrote to the Engliſh Ambaſ- 
ſador at Paris to repreſent thoſe Proceedings to 
the Regent, to whoſe Juſtice he left the Priſoners. 
Another Ship was fitted out at Venice with 5750 
Guns and 2570 Men, all Yenetians, except three 
Spaniards and eight Engliſb, and having taken a 
Spaniſh Commiſſion at Malta, which Signor Pa- 
tinbo had lodged there for her, ſhe went a cruiz- 
ing on the Coaſt of Spain. The Admiral being in- 
formed of ir, ſent the Orford and Rupert after 
her, the latter of which meeting with her off of 
Peniſcola, engaged and took her by Boarding, 
having killed 61 Men, and wounded 29, with the 
Loſs only of one Man killed, and three wounded. 
The Admiral having refitted moſt of his Squa- 
dron at Port- Mahon, haſtned away from thence 
with four Men of War the zoth of March, leavin 
the reſt to follow him, and arrived the 4th of April 
at Naples, where he hoped to find the Army from 
Hungary arrived, and in a readineſs to embark ; 
bur contrary to his Expectations, he ſaw every 
thing in extreme Backwardneſs, partly for want 
of Money. © | . 
On the 2zd of April Count De Mercy arrived at 
Naples from Vienna, to take upon him the Com- 
mand of the whole Army. He was a Native of 
Lorrain, but brought up in the Emperor's ſervice, 
where he had riſen to the Rank of General of the 
Horſe. He was of a tall graceful Preſence, with 
a very ſoldierlike Appearance, but had the Mis- 
fortune of being ſhort - ſighted, almoſt to Purblind- 
neſs. He had great Strength of Body and Mind, 
and was indefatigable in the uſe of both, when ne- 
ceſſary. He was full of Fire, and his Converſa- 
tion abounded with Wir and Humour. He had 
great Skill in courting and carefling Perſons, 
when he wanted to gain any Point, but at other 
times his Behaviour diſcovered much — 
i Yes = 
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He had an inſatiable Thirſt for Glory, which was 
ſeconded by a bold and moſt reſolute Temper, 
always heading his Troops himſelf, and ſeemed to 
have a ſort ot Paſſion for fighting. He was ſel- 
dom in any Action but he was wounded, and was 
not eſteemed a fortunate Officer. He deſpiſed an 
Enemy too much, was impatient for Engaging, 
and had the Character of not caring what Men 
he ſacrificed to obtain his Purpoſe, when a few 
Days Patience might perhaps have ſucceeded as 
well without it, which Opinion made the Sol- 
diery uncaſy under him, as they were in conti- 
nual — — of being led to the Slaughter. 
Upon the whole, as he had great Parts, and great 
Experience of Scrvice, he muſt have made a great 
General (as he was a compleat fing Gentleman) if 
he had had a cooler Temper, or could have com- 
manded it better. But with all his Faults he was 
certainly in the ſuperior Rank of Men, of which 
there needs no better Proof, than that he was a 
Favourite of Prince Eugene. He was now going 
to encounter an old School- fellow in the Marquis 
De Lede, who was a Fleming by Birth, and a good 
General under a quite oppoſite Character, being as 
different from the other in Perſon, as he was in 
temper. He was of a low miſhapen Stature, not 
affable or open in his Diſpoſition, but much 
eſteemed for his Judgment and Prudence, and 
was of great military Experience too. He was as 
cautious and circumſpect as the other was bold 
and enterprizing; and in this reſpect both ſeemed 
to be in their proper Employment, the one in a 
Situation of Defence, the other of Attack. It was 
thought, that in the Courſe of this War, he ſlipt 
ſome Opportunities, which the Overſights or 
Wants of the Germans gave him of acting upon 
them to Advantage; but he conſidered, that he 


was in a Country where he was ſhut up from re- 


_ ceiving any conſiderable Supplies of Men, while 
the Enemy poured in what Numbers they pleaſed, 
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and that any large Diminution of his Troops 
might endanger the whole, and therefore made it a 


principal Point to preſerve his Army as much as 


poſlible, and with the Advantage of the Paſſes, 
and the Affection of the Country- People, to di- 


ſtreſs and diſable his Adverſary, which he effected 


with much Skill and Wiſdom, and maintained the 
Honour of the Arms of Spain with great Reputa- 
tion; and at laſt, when the King his Maſter was 
forced, by the weight of the Alliances againſt 


him, to relinquiſh the Iſland, he brought a gal 


lant Army back into Spain. 


The City of Naples was at this time full of 


General Officers, and Perſons of high Quality 


and Diſtinction, and abounded in all the Pleaſures 


of that delightſul Climate. The Viceroy was ſtu- 


dious of making the Place agreeable to the Ad- 
miral, as much out of Affection, as Politeneſs. On 
the Feſtival Day of St. Januarius, he appointed 
him a Box near his own, to behold that famous Cere- 
mony. Fhe Blood did not liquify at the Approach 
of the Head of the Saint. The vaſt Concourle 
of People began to ſhew Signs of Concern: They 
fell firtt ro praying, afterwards proceeded to 
Groans and Lamentations; and at length ſuch a 
confuſed Murmuring and Uneaſineſs was perceived 
amongſt them, that the Viceroy being apprehen- 
five of ſome ill Conſequences, ſent Count Hamilton 
to the Admiral, to beg he would not take it ill, if 


he defir'd him to retire, not knowing what effect 


it might have upon the Populace, it they ſhould 
rake it into their Heads to attribute the failing of 
the Miracle to the Saint's being diſpleaſed at his 
Preſence. The Admiral had no ſooner quitted his 
Box, and was ſtepping into the Viceroy's Coach, 
but he heard a prodigious Shout of & fatto, 6 fatto, 


it is done, it is done, and ſuch Joy and Exultation 


appear'd in every Countenance, as if they had been 
delivered from ſome impending Calamity. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt the Troops were arriving, and the Veſ-. 
ſels to tranſport them getting ready, the Admiral 
aſliſted at ſeveral Conferences with the Vigeroy 
and the General, about the intended Deſcent an 
Sicily. All agreed, that Syracu/a was out of the 
way, but it was not ſo eaſy to determine, whether 
it would be beſt to land at Palermo, or near Me- 
az. The former was judged ſafeſt, and would 
not only make them Maſters of the Capital City, 
but alſo of the fertile Province of Mqzzara, from 
whence they might eaſily draw Proviſions and 
Neceſſaries for the Subſiſtance of the Army. But 
the lat ier was moſt expeditious, as it would preſs 
the Enemy cloſer, and bring Matters more quick- 
ly ta a Deciſion; and this Opinion prevail- 
ed. But when they came to examine into tho 
State of their Military Stores, they were ſo deft» 
eient in a Train of Artillery, that the Admiral 
yielded to ſupply them with Cannon, Powder 
and Ball from the SHpaniſh Prizes, rather than ſuf+ 
fer time ta be loſt for want thereof. 

All things being at * got ready, the Ar- 
my embarked, conſiſting of 10000 Foot, and 3700 
Horſe, all choice Troops, and the Flower of thoſe 
that had _— 

The Admiral fet fail from the Bay of Baye the 
22d of May, with eight Men of War, and above 
200 Franſports z and on the 27th in the Evening 
arrived before Melazzo, from whence General 
Zumjungen came off, and adviſed Count De Mercy 
to land in the Bay of Patti, about 20 Miles 
Weſtward, the Coaſt to the Eaſtward being all 
guarded by the Enemy. Upon this, ſo good a 
Diſpoſition and Order was made, that the next 
Morning early all the Foot landed in leſs than 
two Hours, and moſt of the Cavalry by Three in 
_ Afternoon, having only loſt two Horſes in the 
oyage. 

Upon the landing of the Vnperialiſts, the Mar- 
quis De Lede decamped with Precipitation, and 

| marched 


ſerved victoriouſly in Hungary. 
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marched without halting, to Franca Villa, a ſtrong 
Poſt 32 Miles diſtant, in a mountainous Coun- 
try, and from whence three Roads led, to Pa- 
lermo, Meſſina, and Syracuſa. Count De Mercy ar- 
rived by eaſy Marches at Melazzo, and found in 
the Spaniſh Camp ſome Cannon, with Ammuni- 
tion and Utenſils ot War, which the haſt of the 
Spaniards had left behind. The Admiral coaſt- 
mg along with the Army, anchored before Me- 
lazzo, and landed there the Remainder of the 


Horſe, with the Tents, and other Neceſlaries of 


War. | 

W hilſt Matters were preparing here for the 
farther Operations of the Army, Count Secken- 
dorf was detached with a Body of 2500 Foot, and 
150 Horſe, to reduce the Iſlands of Lipari to the 
Emperor's Obedience, which he effected, after 
ſome Reſiſtance, in four Days time. This Con- 
queſt was abſolutely neceſſary to keep open the 
Navigation between Naples and Sicily, which had 
been diſturbed by the armed Veſſels of thoſe 
Iflands. Lipari, the principal Iſland, is ſaid to 
contain 80co Inhabitants, a bold People, addicted 
to Pillage, and the beſt Mariners in thoſe Parts. 

-It was now under Deliberation, whether the 
Army ſhould go and befiege Meſina, or follow 
the Spaniards, who were ſtrongly entrenching 
themſelves at Franca Villa. Meſſina had a nume- 
rous Garriſon, and was well provided for a long 
Siege, which might waſt away the Summer, 
whilſt the Spaniards got in the Corn, now near 
ripe, and kept the Magazines of the Ifland in 
their Poſſeſſion. It was therefore determin'd to 
march towards the Enemy, and to endeavour to 
bring them ro Battle. The haſty Retreat they 
had made from Melazzo animated Count De 
Mercy ſo much, that he did not imagine they 
would make any great Stand at Franca. Villa, but 
that he ſhould “ trample them under Foot, 


* Qu'il levr paſſeroit ſur le ventre. 


(which 
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(which was his Expreſſion) when he came up 
with them. The way to the Enemy lay through 
a barren mountainous Country, and it took up 
ſo much time to get together a few Mules and 
Horſes for Carriage from Calabria, that the Ar- 
my did not move from Melazzo till the 17th of 
June, amounting to about ziooo Men. They 
ſuffered a moſt painful March of three Days, thro* 
wild unknown Roads, broken up, and rendered 
almoſt unpaſſable by the Enemy, conducted by 
ignorant Guides, and climbing over cragged 
Rocks and A or, the Soldiers oppreſſed with 
the weight of their Ammunition, and fix Da 
Bread which they carried, be ſides their Arms, with 
a fiery Sun burning over their Heads, and har- 
raſſed and aſſaulted all along from the Heights 
and Eminencies by the armed Peaſants of the 
Country, mixed with ſome Spaniſh Foot; but ar- 
riving the 19th in the Afternoon on the top of 
the Mountain of Tre Fontane, they diſcovered the 
Enemy encamped below in the Valley of Franca 
Villa. Ar the fight of their Camp, a Shout of 
Joy ran through the whole Army, in hopes of 
coming to a deciſive Action, which ſeemed to 
romiſe favourably to them, it not being ima- 
gined, that the Enemy could poſt themſelves in 
a bottom with ſo much Advantage againſt an Ar- 
my deſcending from higher Ground upon them. 
The Situation of the Spaniþ Camp was in this 
manner. The rapid River Cantara, whoſe Banks 
are of a ſteep quick Rock, from fix to eight 
Foot perpendicularly deep, and runs thro' the 
Valley of Franca Villa, was in their Front. Their 
Left was on the riſing Grounds about Franca 
Villa (the Town lying behind in their Center) 
and extended to a high Mountain, where the 
had placed ſome armed Peaſants, and a few Foot. 
On the other fide of the River, (but joined by 
a Bridge to the Town of Franca Villa) was a 
ſteep Rock, with a Convent of Capuchins upon it. 
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Here they placed five Battalions of their beſt 
Troops, in as many Rows of Entrenchments cut 
into the Rock, one above the other; and at the 
Point of the Rock was a {mall Battery of two 
Pieces of Cannon of Three-pounders. On their 
Right they had carried on a Fortification of large 
Stones, like a Wall, all along the River, as far 
as a high rocky Hill, which had a Convent on 
the top, as advantageouſly fortified as that of the 
Capucbhins; and cloſe behind the Hill, the ſteep 
River Caſtiglione runs into the Cantara, by means 
of whoſe Conflyence, and the neighbouring 
Mountains being guarded by armed Peaſants, the 
Spaniards were ſecure from any Danger in their 
Rear. It was unfortunate to the Germans, that 
not one Deſerter, nor even a Peaſant of the Coun- 
try (who were all up in Arms in favour of the 
Spaniards) came over to give them the leaſt In- 
formation, fo that they knew little of the Strength 
and Advantage of the Enemy's Poſt, till they 
came to Action, and were within Muſquet - ſhot of 
their Trenches. 

Count De Mercy made a Diſpoſition for attack- 
ing the Enemy that Evening at three different. 
Places. He detached all the firſt Line of Foot, 
conſiſting of ſixteen Battalions, and twenty-three 
Companies of Grenadiers, with three hundred 
Huſſars, under the Command of General Zum- 
Jungen, to an adjoining Hill on the Left. He 
had under him the Lieutenant-Generals Vallis, 
Wachtendonck, and the Prince of Holſein. Upon 
that Hill General Zumjungen was to ſeparate his 
Men in two Bodies, the one under the Command 
of J/allis, conſiſting of eight Battalions and ele- 
ven Companies of Grenadiers, being to deſcend 
on the Right, whilſt Zumjungen did the ſame on 
the Left with eight Battalions, twelve Compa- 
nics of Grenadiers and the Huſſars. All the Horſe 
and ſecond Line of Foot, this conſiſting of twelve 
Bettalions under Lieutenant-Gencral Lene 

an 
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and the Horſe under Lieutenant - General Count 
D'Ect, conſiſting of thirty-five Squadrons, in- 
cluding three Companies of Horſe-Grenadiers and 
as many Carabiniers, were at the lame time to 
deſcend from the Mountain of Tre Fontane, and 
join the other Bodies below. Before all this could 

e effected, Night came on, which obliged 
them to put off the Attack till the next Morn- 


ing; and at break of Day the ſecond Line of Foot 


being got down, and meeting with ten or twelve 
Squadrons of the Enemy in the Valley, they ob- 
liged them, as they advanced, to retire towards 
their Entrenchments. When the Army was got 
down to the Places appointed in the Valley, 
Count De Mercy perceiving, that the Enemy poſ- 
ſeſſed ſeveral conſiderable Poſts on a Hill to his 
Right, from whence they would flank him in his 
Attack, he ordered Lieutenant-General Secken- 
dorf, and the Prince of Heſe-Caſſel, with fix Bat- 
talions ro endeavour to diſlodge them from thence, 
and then to deſcend and rejoin the Army in the 
general Attack, which the Generals Zumjungen 
and Wallis were ordered to defer till they ſaw 
Seckendorf engaged, and deſcending towards them. 
The Hill being very ſteep and difficult, and the 
Enemy being very advantageou 8 Secken 
was obliged to make many dai, whic 
took much time to get up to them. In the mean 
time the Enemy ſeeing that Detachment, ſent 


more Foot thither, which made Count De Mercy 


ſtrengthen him with four Battalions more, ſo that 
it was four in the Afternoon before they all ar- 
rived on the top, of the Mountain. Sectendorf 
having his ten Battalions together, drove the Enc- 
my down to the bottom of the Mountain, and 
from thence to their Entrenchments, and if Night 
had not come on too Toon, it was thought he 
would have been able to have forced his wa 
into their Lines, which at that Place were wake, 
and moſt eaſy to be penetrated. Ar the ſame _ 
| ur 
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four Companies of Grenadiers of Wallis's Body 
attacked a Poſt of the Enemy on the Back of 


the ſame Hill, and drove them thence, whilſt the 
reſt of the Grenadiers (being ſeven Companies) 
ſuſtained by the Battalions of the ſame Body, and 
the Regiment of Dragoons of Anſpach, attacked 
a ſmall Entrenchment which the Enemy had made 
acroſs the Valley, and having carried it, they 
advanced on towards the Rock of the Capuchins, 
which they atracked about fix in the Evening, 
being reinforc'd by two Battalions of Leffelboltz, 
which Count De Mercy had drawn from the Left 
to ſuſtain them. Here was very warm and bloody 
Work, the Germans being expoſed to a continual. 
Fire from the ſeveral Trenches of the Enemy 
on the ſides of the Rock. During this Attack, 
Count D' Eck, with the Carabiniers and Horſe- 
Grenadiers, followed by the Regiments of Horſe 
of Tiege, Hanover and Portugal, traverſed the V al- 
ley within half Muſquer-ſhot of the Enemy, and 
placed himſelf to the Left of Zumjungen, the 
Plain there appearing large enough for the Horſe 
to act, and to ſuſtain Zumjungen's Attack, and 
penetrate with him into the Enemies Entrench- 
ments. But this Motion of the Horſe croſſing 
Zumjungen in his March, did very much retard 
his Attack, ſo that it was late before he attacked 
three Caſſines which ftood near the River, within 
eighty Paces of the Enemy's Lines, which he 


took, not without loſs of Men. Here the Prince 
of Flolſtein was mortally wounded, and being left 


on the Field of Battle, he ſent to the Marquis 


De Lede, who cauſed him to be carried into Franca 


Villa, where he died three Days after. While 
Zumjungen was diſpoſing his Troops to attack the 
Entrenchments, by the way of a Mill which lay 
on the River oppoſite to the Caſſines, he per- 


ceived the Heſſian Battalions on his Right fol- 


lowing by miſtake the two Battalions of Lefel- 
Boltz to the Rock of the Capuchins, which diſ- 
| £70 appoint- 
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appointed his Deſign, for it was Night beſore 


they returned. Count De Mercy animated his 


Troops every where by his Preſence and Exam- 
ple, heading himſelf the two Battalions of Leffel- 
holtz at the Attack of the Capuchins, and after 
having one Horſe killed under him and two diſ- 
abled, he was at laſt himſelf dangerouſly wound- 
ed in the Reins with a Muſquer Ball. Nighr 
coming on put an End to the Action, and lefr 
things undecided, except that the Germans main- 
tained ſome ſmall Poſts they had gained, which 
ſerved to ſtraiten the Enemy in their Camp. In 
this Action the Germans had 846 Men killed and 
2449 wounded, amongſt the latter the Admirals 
ſecond Son, very dangerouſly, who ſerved as a 
Voluntier. The Spaniards had about 1599 Mem 
killed or wounded. 

Count De Mercy having withdrawn his wounded 
Men in the Night, ranged his Army in order to re- 
new the Attack next Morning; but the Action of 
the day before having convinced the other Generals 
of the ſtrong Situation of the Enemy, and per- 
ceiving the Soldiers extremely diſpirited and dejec- 
ted with their Hardſhips and ill Succeſs, they with 
much difficulty prevailed upon him not to perſiſt 
in that Reſolution, but by extending to the left, 
endeayour to cut off the Enemy from Meſſina, and 
open a Communication with the Exgliſß Convoy, 
which (according to agreement) was to rendezyous 
in Schiſo-Bay near Taormina a Sea-port Town, a- 
bout three Hours diſtant from Franca Villa, with 
the Tranſports laden with Proviſions, Ammunition, 
Baggage and other Neceſſaries, which the Army 
ſtood in extreme need of. Here was a Contingency 
of great Hazard and Danger, which gave the Ger- 
mans much Fear and Uncaſineſs. For it might have 
happened, that the Winds had hindred the Convoy 
from paſſing thro' the Fare. Or, if they ſhould 
have gained their Paſſage into Schiſo-Bay, Taormi- 
na and all that Coaſt was poſſeſſed by the — 
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and it was poſſible that the Ships might not be a» 
ble to open a Communication with the Shore. Or 


ſtill, if both thoſe Points ſucceeded, the eſtabliſn- 


ivg a Correſpondence between the Sea and the 
Camp, thro” a hoſtile Country, was another Work 
of Hazard and Difficulty; and a diſappointment 
in any one of them was the inevitable Ruin of the 
whole Army, who ſaw themſelves near the End 
of their Proviſions, without any other Poſhbility 
of getting more. But they were ſoon delivered 
from their Fears, by hearing chat the Convoy was 
fafely arrived in Schiſo- Bay; that the Sailors had 
taken and deſtroyed a ſmall Fort of two Guns, 
which had endeavoured to moleſt their anchor- 
ing; and that the Guns of the Men of War had 


diſperſed a Body of Troops, which the Marquis 


De Spinola had ſent from Meſſina to the Sea» 


Side, to oppoſe them. Upon this reviving _— 


Count De Mercy ſent General Wachtendonck, wit 

3000 Foot and yoo Horſe, down to encamp at the 
Sca-Side where the Ships lay at Anchor, and or- 
dered the Roads, which were hardly paſſable, to 
be repaired, under the Direction of Enginier Ge- 


neral Schmettau; and having got ſome Field Pieces 


from the Ships up to the Camp, he greatly annoy- 
ed the Enemy, who lay beneath him. This Com- 
munication was too important for the Marquis De 


Lede not to endeavour to interrupt it, and, amongſt 


many Skirmithes that daily happened, a Party of 
700 Spaniſh Horſe fell in with the Bread Waggons 
and Mules that were returning from the Sea-Side 
laden with Proviſftons for the Camp, and guarded 
only by 300 Horſe. The defence the Germans made, 
was reckoned a gallant Action, and I am ſorry my 
Materials do not mention the Comfnander's Name. 
A ſrhall Party of Foot, that happened ro be in 
the Neig bbdurhood, heating the Fire, and 

up to their Aſſiſtance, they ut the Spaniards to 
Flight, and conducted the Waggons and Mules 
ſafe to the Camp: FA * 
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Let us now return to the Admiral, When 
Count De Mercy parted from him at Melazzo, to 
go in queſt of the Spaniſh Army, it was his defign 
to return to Naples, and put things there in motion 
for an intended Expedition to Sardinia, which the 
| Dake of Savoy had much at heart, and was no leſs 
preſſed by the Courts of England and France. But 
reflecting within himſelf, that the impetuous Tem- 
per of the German General, and the Contempt he 
{aw he had of the Enemy, might poſſibly bring a- 
bout ſome Occaſions that would want his Aſſiſ- 
tance, he tarried a few days on the Coaſt in un- 
caly Expectation of the News of the Succeſs of 
their March from Melazzo. The armed Peaſants had 
cut off all Communication between Franca Villa 
and Melazzoz ſo that the firſt miſdoubt he en- 
tertained that things had not gone well, was from 
hearing the firing of the Guns at Meſſina, and 
at the Fare, and ſeeing great Iliuminations 
made along the Coaſt. Soon after he perceived 
the Neapolitan Gallies rowing out of the Fare, 
and the General of them coming on board, gave 
him an imperfe& account of the Action, but e- 
nough to ſatisfy him that it had not been fortunate; 
upon which he immediately embarked two Battal- 
ions from the Garriſon of Melazzo, and about a 
thouſand Recruits who were juſt arrived there, and 
ſent them the ſame day under a Convoy through 
the Fare to Schiſo-Bay. In the Evening he recei- 
ved Letters from Count De Mercy, informing bim 
of the particulars of the whole Action, with the 
great difficulties he laboured under, and uncertain- 
ty what to do, earneſtly prefling him to come to 
the Camp, that they might conter and conſult to- 
gether. Upon this, the Admiral ſent his firſt Cap- 
rain with his own Ship and two others to Naples, 
by whom he ſent a Letter to the Viceroy, giving 
his Opinion, that all thoughts of an Expedition to 
Sardinia ſhould be laid aſide for the preſent, and 
the Troops which could be ſpared from his Go- 
| D vernment, 
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yernment, ſent immediately into Sicily, *till whoſe 
Arrival all things there would be at a Stand; and 
that he had ſent his Officers and Ships to affiſt in 
and expedite that Service. He then embarked on 
Board the General of the Gallies, laying aſide the 
Ceremony of his Flag and Character, and in his way 
to Schiſo, Count De Ligneville came to him in a 
Felucca, bringing freſh Letters from Count De Mer- 
cy, which expreſſed his great Impatience to ſee 
him. Being landed at Schiſo, General Wachten- 
donck renewed the ſame Entreaties, which the Ad- 
miral's Zeal did not want, who accepting that Ge- 
neral's Horſes, and forgetting for a while his own 
Station and Element, ſat out under a ſtrong Eſ- 
cort, attended by Captain Matthews and his eldeſt 
Son, and paſſing thro* Roads ſtrewed with dead 
Bodies of Men and Horſes, that had fallen in Skir- 
miſhes the days before between the Sea- Side and the 
Camp, he alighted at Count De Mercy's Tent in 
the Evening, where a Guard of Grenadiers being 
drawn out for his Reception, one of them was ſhot 
through the head by a Muſquet-Ball from the Ene- 
my's Camp, at the door of the Tent, and fell down 
dead at his Feet. He found the General very weak 
and faint with his wound, the Ball ſtill remaining 
in his Reins, but as he had a Magnanimity of Spi- 
Tit ſuperior to his Condition, it did not hinder them 
from entring into Converſation on the melancholy 
Situation of their Affairs. The General made 
„great Complaints of Zumjungen, to whoſe Slow- 
„ neſs in marching and coming ſo late into Ac- 
„tion, he attributed his ill Succeſs. He faid, 
he himſelf was ſtill of Opinion to make ano- 
© ther Attack upon the Enemy, rather than de- 
* camp and retire, but that his Officers in general 
© were againſt it; and in that Caſe he ſaw nothing 
left for them to do, but to go down and join their 
“ Forces at the Sea- ſide, — march into the Corn 


Country about Catania and Syracuſa, for their 
better Subſiſtance. That he had wrote for two 
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t Battalions of Savoyards to be ſent to him from 
« Syracuſa, which, with the Troops the Admiral 


« had ſent from Melazzo, would repair his Loſs of 
© Men, but that the Loſs of his Officers was irre- 


* trievable; for beſides many killed, a conſiderable 


© Number of the beſt and principal were wounded, 
* and incapable of preſent Service.” | 
After many Propoſitions and Schemes ſtarted 
and diſcuſſed between them, without any being con- 
cluded on, the Count prayed the Admiral to ſtay 
in the Camp that Night, to be preſent at a Con- 
ſultation of General Officers next Morning, The 
Converſation being ended, the Admiral went to fee 
his Son, who (as is mentioned before) had been 
wounded in the Action, and whom he found lan- 
guiſhing in his Tent, in a way that gave little hopes 
of his Recovery; not ſo much from the R 
of the Wound (tho' that was in a dangerous Part) 
as from the Unskilfulneſs of thoſe who attended him. 
It may be wondered, that the Emperor is ſo well 
ſerved in the Courage of his Troops, when fo little 
Care is generally taken of their Preſervation in Ac- 
cidents of Wounds or Sickneſs. Surgeons and Me- 
dicines are few and bad in their Armies, and there is 
little difference between being wounded and killed in 


Action, except that of a lingering or a ſudden Death. 


After the Battle of Franca Villa, the wounded Men 
were laid on the Ground, with their Ammunition- 
Bread ſet by them, and left expoſed to the Sun and 
Fortune. The General himſelf had only his own 
Valet de Chambre to dreſs his Wound, and attend 
him. It was a moving Spectacle to the Admiral, 
to meet with great Numbers of poor W retches 
in his way up to the Camp, ſome endeavouring, 


with the Support of their Wives or Comrades, to 


crawl down to the Sea- ſide, in order to get a Paſ- 
ſage over to the Hoſpital at Reggio; others unable to 


go on from Pain or Faintneſs, falling down on the 


Earth, and left to die there. This is a great Blem- 
iſn on their Service, and gives handle to the Maxim 
D 2 which 
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which their Enemies would fix on them, That 
they account it cheaper to get a Man than cure one, 
and ſo give themſelves little Concern for his Recovery. 

Such an univerſal Dejection had reigned through- 
out the Army on account of the ill Succeſs of the 
late Action, and for the Loſs or Diſability of ſo ma- 
ny brave Officers; and they had ſuch continual Ap- 
prehenſions, that the fiery Temper of their Gene- 
ral would order them on another Attack, that their 
Joy on the Arrival of the Admiral was inexpreſſible. 
They looked on him as their Deliverer, who alone, 
they thought, could extricate them from their pre- 
ſent Difficulties and Misfortunes, and influence their 
General with cool and prudent Councils. In the 
Morning early he viſited General Zumjungen, the 
ſecond Perſon in the Army, whoſe ſedate deliberate 
Temper had procured him great Eſteem and Con- 
fidence among the Soldiery. ** He complained 
much of the General's raſh Impatience, in not 
„ giving time to all the Troops to come up; 
« which if he had done, and had delayed the At- 
& tack till next Morning, they would have had the 
% whole Day before them, have judged better of 
« the Meaſures for carrying it on, which would 
e then have been diſpoſed in another manner, and 
«© with more reaſonable Expectation of. Succeſs 
„ and that this was not his own ſingle Opinion, 
© bur that of all the other Officers. He bewailed 
& the little Regard the General gave to the Advice 
& of his Officers, and entreated him to oppoſe any 
„% Overture he might make, at the Conlultation, 
for another Attack, which he feared was not out 
of his Head, and that he (the Admiral) only had 
&© Credit enough to diſſuade him from it. 

The principal Officers of. the Army being met 
in the General's Tent, the firſt Point he put in 
queſtion was, Whether the Enemy ſhould be at- 
tacked again? The Officers keeping along Silence, 
and directing their Looks to the Admiral, he ad- 
dreſſed his Speech to the General, “ wherein he 
Lide reminded 
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c reminded him of the Warning he had former} 

„ given him not to deſpiſe the Enemy, whoſe 
«© Numbers and Reſolution he now experienced to 
«© be otherwiſe than what he had expected; he 
& {aid, that he had viewed the Situation of the Ene- 
„ my's Camp the Night before, and though he 
did not pretend to much Judgment in the Ope- 
& rations of Land- Service, yet it ſeemed to his 
e plain Underſtanding, that for one Army to at- 
e tack another, equal in number, under the ſhelter 
& of ſtrong and almoſt impregnable Intrenchments, 
% was rather an Undertaking of Deſpair than Diſ- 
e cretion, and could not be attended with any rea- 
& ſonable hopes of Succeſs.” All the other Offi- 
cers declaring themſelves of the ſame Opinion, that 
Queſtion was laid aſide. It came next under Delibe- 
ration, What the Army was to do? The General's 
Opinion was, That it was inſufficient for a ſpee- 
& dy Conqueſt of the Iſland, in regard the Enemy 
* had as numerous an Army, with all the ſtrong 
& Holds and Magazines in their Poſſeſſion, and 
« the Affection of the People on their fide. Thar 
& as they could not continue where they were, it 
«© was his Opinion, they ſhould march into the fer- 
& tile Country about Catania, and endeavour to 
«© make themſelves Maſters of Auguſta; or elſe 
canton themſelves about Syracu/a tor their bet- 
e ter Subſiſtance, till new and effectual Sup- 
« plies of Troops were ſent from Germany.” To 
this the Admiral replied, ** That he was ſo much 
* of his Opinion, that they wanted a farther Rein- 
« forcement of Men, that upon the firſt News of 
« the ill Succeſs of the Battle, he had wrote to 
the Viceroy of Naples his Sentiments according- 
ly; that indeed the Courts of London and Paris 
did earneſtly preſs the carrying on the Enter- 
** priſe againſt Sardinia; but when they ſhould 
% come to be informed of the State of Affairs, 
& they would probably conſent to have the Army, 
++ deſigned for that Expedition, pals firſt into Si- 


D 3 66 cily, 


S 1 


« : a — 
— — 4 — — ee - > + 27 e 


| 54 FExpedition to 8 1 0 1 U v. 
* +. 


© cily, which, as things ſtood, he thought the nears * 
eſt way to the Conqueſt of both Iflands. That ic 
6e after his Departure from them, he would imme- _n 
e giately go to Naples, and labour that Point with 8 
the proper Courts, with all the Earneſtneſs and 0 


Application poſſible. That as to their marching 
& in the mean time into the Country about Catania 
« for Subſiſtance, he apprehended, it would give 
© the World a worſe Opinion of the late Action 
ce than it deſerved, and make it be concluded, that 
© they had been defeated and diſabled; which would 
© blemiſh the Credit of their Arms, and give too 
% much Spirit to the Enemy, and to the Sicilians 
in their Intereſt, That being now joined by the 
“ Recruits he had fent them, and the Battalions 
from Syracuſa being daily expected, they would 
** be in a condition to act offenſively, and advance 
* the Emperor's Affairs; that Auguſta was out of 
« the way, and not worth their Attention; and 
c gelaying their time there was drawing the War 
« into unneceſſary Length; but that the way lay 
« open to Meſſina, the beſieging of which City 
« would ſupport the Character of their Arms, and 
« the taking it make the Reduction of the reſt of 
„ the Iſland eaſy. That as to what regarded the 
& Fleet, the Experience of the laſt Winter in keep- 
ing two Squadrons, one within, the other with- 
„ out the Fare, to block up the Ships in Meſſina, 
and ſecure the Paſſage of the Proviſions which the 
Army at Mzlazzo drew from Calabria and Apu- 
* lia, had determined him never to hazard again 
* the Deſtruction of his Maſter's Ships on a Ser- 
« vice of ſuch evident Danger, in that tempeſtuous 
« Seaſon, without having a Port to ſhelter or be- 
« friend him. That the Reduction of Meſſina was 
© their mutual Intereſt, as his Ships would then 
* clean there, and be more at hand to aſſiſt them 
and the Cauſe of the Blockade being removed, 
he ſhould be able to ſend a Detachment to cruize 
6& onthe Coaſts of Spain, which would ſtraiten the 
| N “Enemy, 
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Enemy, and obſtruct their ſending Succours in- 
70 to Sicily. This Remonſtrance had the weight 
it deſerved, and not only convinced, but gave great 
Satisfaction to the General and his Officers; eſpe- 
cially after his removing an Objection of their be- 
ing in want of Cannon for Battery, by agreeing to 
— them out of the Spaniſo Prizes, 27 Cannon of 
wenty-four Pounders, 12 of eighteen, and as ma- 
ny of twelve Pounders; with a proportionable 
Quantity of Powder and Ball, to enable them to 
begin the Siege, and promiſing to ſolicite ſtrongly 
at Naples for remitting to the Army all things ne- 
ceſſary for carrying on that important Service with 
Succeſs. | 2 2 
The Conference being over, the Admiral took 
his Leave, the General and all the Officers expreſ- 
ſing the greateſt Eſteem and Affection for him at 
their parting, and being eſcorted down to the Wa- 
ter- ſide, he embarked in the neareſt Man of War, 
and without regard to his own Dignity of moving 
at the Head of a Fleet, failed away with two Ships 
only, and after an impatient Paſſage of eleven Days, 
a time tedious to a Mind active and charged with 
important Affairs, he arrived at Naples, where the 
firſt thing he heard with great Surprize and Con- 
cern, was, that his Friend Count Daun was remov- 
ed from the Government, and departed for Vienna, 
tho' his Time was not expired, and that Count De 
Gallas was come thither in his room. The diſpla- 
cing at that Juncture a Man fo experienced in mi- 
litary Affairs, was a Step very inconvenient to 
the Emperor's Intereſt, and an unhappy Effect of 
Court Faction; for tho' the new Viceroy was a 
Man of undoubted Worth and Honour, and had 
ſuſtained the Character of Ambaſſador at the Courts 
of England and Rome with proper Dignity and Mag- 
nificence, and in quieter times might have filled 
his Government with great Sufficiency and Ap» 
lauſe, yet not being bred a Soldier, it was not to 
expected, he could fo readily comprehend the 
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Springs of Motion in Armies, or foreſee every Pro- 
viſion neceſſary for Military Operations, the time- 
ly Supplies of which are the ſureſt Foundations of 
Succeſs in War. 

After the firſt Civilities, the Admiral entering 
into Conference with the Viceroy, painted out 


to him in very lively Colours the State of the 


Imperial Army in Sicily, & where the Event of 
* things, he ſaid, had not anſwered the ſanguine 
„ Hopes they had flattered themſelves with on 
& their landing in that Iſland ; that inſtead of 
„% trampling over the Enemy, they had received 
„ ſuch a Shock rhemſelves, as very much hum- 
« bled their Spirits and Expectations, and had 
& been ſo far from making Impreſſion on an Ar- 
% my favoured and aſſiſted by the Natives, that 
„ they were reduced to think of their own Pre- 
« {ervyation, being entangled among barren Moun- 
&« rains, depending on a precarious Subfiſtance 
“from the Sea, and in a Country where every 
« Man they ſaw was their Enemy; and finally, 
6 
„ther Army, the Conqueſt of that Kingdom was 
„ impracticable.“' The Admiral having pro- 
ceeded thus far, was cautious of touching on the 
Army that lay in the Milaneſe deſigned for Sar- 
dinia ; for by the laſt Letters, the Courts of Eng- 
land, France, and Turin were ſtill very preſſing 
for that Expedition; but he demanded of the 
Viceroy, whether the Emperor had any conſider- 
able number of Troops in Italy, befides thoſe de- 
ſigned for Sardinia, to which he replying, he be- 
lieved not; he asked, whether, if thoſe Troops 
deſigned for Sardinia were immediately ſent over 
to Sicily, they could ſoon be replaced by other 
Troops from Germany, to go on that Expedition, 
which the Viceroy doubting, he then ſpoke our 
his opinion plainly, “that the Expedition to Sar- 
#* dinza ought to be laid aſide for the preſent ; 
te that the carrying on both Undertakings toge- 
* R | ee ther 
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e ther, would end in the Failure of both, and 
& that the ſhorteſt way of getting both Iflands, 
«was by conquering one firſt.” The Viceroy re- 
plied, © That the Propoſition was ſo much for 
ce his Maſter's Intereſt, that his Concurrence with 
* jt was not to be doubted, but that he feared, 
& he was not at liberty to divert thoſe Troops, 
e without the Conſent of the other Courts in Al- 
„ lance, and prayed the Admiral to make the 
& proper Repreſentations thereupon to them, as 
we ho would do himſelf to the Emperor.” The 
Conference being over, the Count de Ligne- 
ville, whom Count De Mercy had ſent with the 
Admiral to Naples, was diſpatched away to Vien- 
na, with Inſtructions to lay before that Court the 
State of their Affairs in Sicily, and the Meaſures 
ropoſed for retrieving them. 

Naples ſeemed to be at this time the Center of 
Affairs in Europe. All the Powers in the Qua- 
druple Alliance, as well as thoſe who had any 
Concerns with them, had Miniſters there to watch 
over their reſpective Intereſts, and drew their 
Meaſures from Information of what paſſed there. 
The Admiral went from the Viceroy to viſit the 
Marquis De Breille, the King of Sardinia's Mini- 
ſter, and ſhewing him the weak Condition of the 
Imperial Arms in Sicily, and that the Expedient 
of ſending the Troops deſign'd for Sardinia thi- 
ther, was the Effect of invincible Neceſſity, and 
not a Pretence for Poſtponing his Maſter's Inte- 
reſts, which the Courts of England and France had 
as much at heart as thoſe of the Emperor, he 
convinced that Miniſter of the reaſonableneſs of 
the Meaſure, who, at his Requeſt, repreſented the 
matter in a true Light to his own Court, and 
obtained his Maſter's Concurrence. 

During the Admiral's Stay at Naples, the Graf- 
ton brought in two Genoeſe Ships, which ſhe had 
taken off of Palermo, with 6co Swiſs Recruits on 
board for the Spaniſh Army, who were — 
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ted Priſoners to the Caſtles. The Lenox ran a 


third aſhore with about 200 more Soldiers, and 
burnt her, but moſt of the Men eſcaped. | 
There being nothing more to do at Naples, 
till the Sentiments of the ſeveral Courts were 
known upon the propoſed Alteration of Meaſures, 
the Admiral determined in the mean time to paſs 
over again into Sicily, hoping to find the Army 
before Meſſina, in which Caſe his Aſſiſtance would 
be wanted. He had then a ſtrong feveriſn Diſ- 
order hanging on him, which had reduced him 
to a very low Condition; a little Reſt ſeemed 


neceſſary for his Recovery, but his Heart was 


with the Army, and his Health had no part in 


his Thoughts. The Viceroy too was ill in 
Bed of a Fever; they were deſirous of ſeeing each 
other before the Admiral departed, having ſome 
neceſſary Points to ſettle together. The Admiral 
ſcarce able to ſtand, was carried to the Viceroy's 
Bed-fide, where being ſeated, they could do little 
more than give broken and imperfe&t Hints to 
cach other of what their minds laboured with, 
and were ſoon obliged to put an End to a Con- 
ference, wherein the weakneſs of their Bodies did 
not ſecond the Zeal of their Hearts for the Pub- 
lick Service. The. Admiral complimented the 
Viceroy with as many of his Swi/s Priſoners, as 
would be neceſſary to exchange what Germans 
were Priſoners in Szcily, and taking a final Leave 
of him, embarked for that Iſland. The Viceroy 
died two days after, whoſe Sickneſs the Halians 
attributed to his travelling through the Campania 
of Rome in the Dog-days, which they eſteem fa- 
ral. His death threw the Afﬀairs of that King- 
dom into great Confuſion, the collateral Council 
aſſuming the Government, and the military Power 
refuſing ro obey their Orders, which proved no 
ſmall Diſſervice and Retardment to the Affairs in 
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During the Admiral's Abſence, Count De Mercy 
being ſtruck blind with an Apoplectick Fit, was 
obliged to quit the Camp, and paſs over to Reggio 
for Advice, leaving the Command of the Army 
to General Zumjungen. General Wachtendonck had 
taken by Stratagem the Town of Taormina, a ſtrong 
Paſs in the way to Meſſina, upon which Encou- 
ragement Zumjungen broke up from Franca Villa 
with his Army on the 17th of 7uly without any Mo- 
leſtation from the Enemy, and forcing the ſtrong 
Paſſes of Alexis and La Scaletta, with leſs Oppoſition - 
than was expected, after a painful March thre' a 
mountainous Country, and exceſſive heats, but aſ- 
fiſted by the Tranſport Veſſels coaſting along 
with the Proviſions, Artillery, and heavy Bag- 
gage, he fat down the zoth before Meſſina; in 
which the Enemy had 3000 Men, under the 
Command of the Marquis De Spinola, an Officer 
of great Reputation, and well furniſhed with Pro- 
viſions and all neceſſaries for a long and obſti- 
nate Defence. In the mean time Count De Mer- 
cy burning with Impatience to lye Idle at Reggio, 
notwithſtanding the Anguiſh of his Wound, and 
the Surgeon's not being able to get the Ball out 
of his Body, as ſoon as ever he began to ſee a 
little with one Eye, returned to the Camp before 
Meſſina. The Admiral after a Paſſage of five 
days anchored the 28th off of the Point of the 
Fare, and being too weak to go out of his Ship, 
ſent his firſt Captain aſhore to the General to ac- 
quaint him with his Proceedings at Naples z and 
learning that he was in great want of Powder, ſent 
him a conſiderable Supply. 

The Umperialiſis having taken the Caſtle of 
Gonzaga, which ſtands on a Hill over the City; 
and the Baſtion of the Town, called Secreto, hav- 
ing a conſiderable Breach made in it, and the Go- 
vernor having withdrawn his Troops from the 
Town into the Citadel, the Senate of Meſſina ſent 
out Deputies to capitulate upon Articles, _ 
| | | | the 
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the General deſiring to know, whether he was 
to treat with them as Subjects of the Emperor, 
or as Enemies; if as the former, he bid them 
open the Gates, and receive his Troops, and he 
would interpoſe his good Offices with the Em- 
peror in their Favour; but if he was to treat 
with them as Enemies, they were to get the beſt 
Terms they could for themſelves, and he gave 
them leave to go back into the Town to conſult 
with their Principals about it. They returned 
the ſame Evening, and told the General, that the 
next Morning, as ſoon as it was day, they would 
open the Gates, and rely on the Emperor's Cle- 
mency, and accordingly the Troops marched in 
the 8th of Auguſt, and took Poſſeſſion. 1210 
The City being taken, the Admiral landed ſome 
Engliſh Grenadiers who took the Tower of the 
Fare, which opening a free Paſſage for his Ships, 
he came to an Anchor in Paradiſe-Road, which 
the Officers of the Spanih Men of War in the 
Mole 'perceiving, and deſpairing now of getting 
out to Sea, they unbent their Sails, and unrigged 
their Ships, expecting their Fate with that of 
the Citadel. This gave the Admiral great Eaſe, 
and enabled him to employ Ships on other Ser- 
vices, which had loag attended the blocking up 
of that Port. | 
© Ir came now to be matter of Debate, what was 
to be done with thoſe' Ships when the Citadel 
ſhould be taken, and they fall into their hands. 
Signor Scarampi, General of the King of Sardinia's 
Gallies, firſt ſtarted the Queſtion, and claimed the 
two beſt of 60 and 64 Guns, new Ships, which 
had belonged to his Maſter, and were ſeized by 
the Spaniards in the Port of Palermo. He grounded 
his Right on a Convention made at Vienna the 29th 
of December 1718, in which it was ſaid, That as 
„to the Ships belonging to the King of Sardinia, 
if they be taken in Port, they ſhall be reſtored 
„ to. him; but that this ſhall be referred to Ad- 
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% miral Byng to anſwer.” To this the Admiral 
reply*d, * That this Convention having been only 
« a Ground- work for another to be made at Na- 
& pes, he could be directed by none but that which 
had been made in conſequence thereof in April 
& 1719, between the Yiceroy of Naples, the Mar- 

& quis De Breille Miniſter of Sardinia, and him- 
“e (elf, in which no mention is made of thoſe 
„ Ships; and as to the Reference to his Opinion, 
« he did freely declare, he could not think the 
« King of Sardinia had any Shadow of Title to 
« them; that they had been taken by the Ene- 
e my, were now fitted out and armed at their 
% Expence, and under their Colours; that 
t“ they would put out to Sea, if he did not hin- 
« der them, and attack all Engiiſh Ships they met 
« with, and if ſtronger, take them; ſo that he 
« could not conſider them in any Light, than 
ee what they were, the Shipsof an Enemy.” Count 
De Mercy next put in his Claim tor the Emperor 

alledging, That as thoſe Ships. would be found 
&« within the Port of a Town taken by his Ma- 
<« ſter's Arms, according to the Right of Nations, 
cc they belonged to him.” The Admiral replied, 
&« That it was owing to his keeping two Squa- 
„ drons on purpoſe, and at a great Hazard, to 
&« watch and obſerve thoſe Ships, that they were 
% now conhned within the Port, which if he was 
© to, withdraw, they would ſtill be able to go to 
« Sea, and he ſhould have a chance of mecting 
© with and taking them.“ But reflecting after- 
wards with himſelf, - that poſſibly the Garriſon 
might capitulate for the ſafe Return of thoſe Ships 
into Spain, which he was determined never to 
ſuffer; That, on the other hand, the right of 
Poſſeſſion might breed an inconvenient Diſpute 
among the Princes concerned, and if it ſnould prove, 
that they did not belong to England, it were bet- 
ter they belonged to no Body, he propoſed to 
Count De Mercy to ſet up a Battery, and deſtroy 
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them as they lay in the Baſon; who urging, that 
he had no Orders concerning thoſe Ships, and 
muſt write to Pienna for Inſtructions about it; 
the Admiral reply'd with ſome Warmth, that he 
could not want a Power to deſtroy every thing 
that belonged to the Enemy, and inſiſted on it 
with ſuch Firmneſs, that the General being 
concerned in Intereſt not to carry Matters to a 
diſagreement, cauſed a Battery to be erected, not- 
withſtanding the Proteſtations of Scarampi, which 
in a little time ſunk and deftroyed them, and 
compleated the Ruin of the naval Power of Spain. 

In five * after the taking of the City, the 
Imperialiſts obliged the Caſtles of Caſtellazzo and 
Matagriffone to ſurrender, and being thus become 
Maſters of all the Caſtles and Eminencies about 
the City, they applied themſelves to the Siege of 


the Citadel, where from the — of the Place, 


the numerous and well- provided Garriſon, and the 
great Reputation of the Governor, they were ſure 
to meet with a very warm and vigorous Reſi- 
ſtance, and the more, as the Germans were ill pro- 


vided with Neceſſaries for ſuch an undertaking. 


On the 13th of Auguſt, the Count De Ligneville 
arrived in the Camp from Vienna, with the good 
News of the Emperor's having diſpatched Or- 
ders to the Governor of Milan to ſend his Troops 


which lay in the Milaneſe, and were deſigned for 


Sardinia, down to Vado, in order to be tranſ- 
ported into Sicily. He brought à gracious Letter 
rom the Emperor to the Admiral, wherein he 


ſignified to him, * “ his Approbation of a Pro- 


c ject that was the Effect of his Zeal and Acti- 
« vity; the Satisfaction he had in his wiſe Con- 
&« duct, and for his Love and Attachment to his 


c Imperial Perſon and Auguſt Houſe; and on all 


« Occaſions he ſhould give him Marks of his 
c Affection and Eſteem, and of his good Remem- 
&© hrance of the Services he had done him 
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The Tranſportation of the Troops from Genoa 
to Sicily was a Service of ſuch Moment, and Diſ- 
patch in it ſo neceſſary, that the Admiral deter- 
mined to conduct that Affair himſelf, well know - 
ing from his Experience of the Slowneſs of the 
Germans in all their Undertakings, how much his 
Weight and Credit were neceſſary to give cheir 
Motions that Quickneſs which their Affairs re- 
uired; and having intimated his Reſolution to 
unt De Mercy of paſling over to Naples, and 
from thence ro Genoa for that purpoſe, he prayed 
the Admiral to repreſent plainly his Wants to the 
Government of Naples, which no body knew or 
underſtood better than himſelf, and giving him a 
Lift of what Particulars he K added jo- 
& coſely, That as the Siege was a Child of his 
&« own begetting, he ought to nurſe it, as well 
& for his own fake, as for the common Intereſt.” 
The Admiral failed the 16th of Auguſt, and an- 
chored the 23d before Naples, where the Cardinal 
De Schrottenbach was newly arrived by Sea from 
Rome, in quality of Viceroy. The next Day the 
Admiral went to the Palace, and entering into 
Conference with the Cardinal, repreſented to him, 
&« how much the Army had ſuffered from the 
« Diviſions of the Government during the In- 
& terregnum z that the Siege they were employed 
« in was a deciſive Point, on which the Fate 
& of the Ifland depended; and ſetting before 
him the evil Conſequences that would attend a 
Miſcarriage by the want of neceſſary Supplies 
from his Government, he put into his Hand a 
Lift of Particulars he had received from the General. 
The Cardinal was an honeſt good-natur'd Man, and 
very willing to forward Buſineſs, but had no great 
Talents for it. His high Quality had advanced 
him to the Purple, being Lord of a Principality in 
Bohemia, with ſome Marks of Sovereignty. He was 
appointed to manage the Emperor's Affairs at Rome 
after the Departure of Count Gallas, and at his 


Death, 
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Death, ſucceeded him in his Government, He told 
the Admiral, That by the Accounts he had recei- 
ved from the proper Officers, there was not in the 
« Stores the quantity of Cannon and Ammunition 
* which the General demanded ; that he would ſend 


&* to Mantua for ſome Cannon, which might be 


<« tranſported down the Po into the Adriatick, and fo 
<< on by Sea to Meſſina, where poſſibly, if no croſs 
“ Accidents happened, they might arrive in two 
„Months time.“ The Admiral coming to know, 
that thoſe Cannon had no Carriages, the Cardinal 
thought he ſatisfied that Objection, by ſay ing, he 
«© would ſend ſome Carpenters into the Woods of 
« Abruzzo to cut down Timber for Carriages. *” 
"Theſe and the like unſoldierlike Propoſals, gave the 
Admiral a ſenſible Regret of the Loſs of Count 
Daun, in whoſe room he found himſelf co-operating 
with a Viceroy better qualified for his Breviary, than 
for Council in Operations of War, and whoſe Court 
was crowded with Monks and Prieſts, and ſuch like 
diſagreeable Objects, inſtead of Men of Buſineſs and 
Service. The Viceroy returned, the next Day the 
Admirals Viſit, and upon reconſidering the ſeveral 


Points in the General's Demands, the ſame Difficul- | 


ties recurred about complying with them, eſpecially 
as to the Cannon and Ammunition. The Vicero 

ſaid, ** he would ſummon all the General Officers 
in Town, and conſult with them about finding out 
« Expedients to fatisfy the Wants of the Army, 
„ which was all that was in his Power to do; up- 
on which the Admiral deſired his Eminence, that 
« after they had attended him and taken thoſe Mat- 
« ters into Conſideration, he might have a Confe- 
« rence with them.” Accordingly the next Day the 
General Officers came to the Admiral's Houſe, and 
entering into Converſation together upon the Particu- 
lars of the General's Demands, ' which lay before 
them, the Articles relating to Corn and Recruits were 
ſoon got over, but the main Difficulty was the De- 
mand of Cannon and Ammunition. The Admiral 


told 
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told them, That Count De Mercy had not above 
e twenty Cannon in Battery, that he was within two 
* hundred Paces of the Counterſcarp of the Cita- 
„del, and hoped he ſhould not be forced to ſtop in 
6 ſo fair a way, for want of neceſſary Supplies; and 
that he would be contented, if they could fend him 
e but ten or twelve Cannon from Naples, with a 
_ ©© proportionable quantity of Powder and Ball,” 
The Officer of the Ordnance attending, gave in a Liſt 
of eight Cannon, which he faid might be taken from 
the Mole and Batteries of the City, and ſent to Me 
ſina; but upon Enquiry, they appeared to be of fifty 
and ſixty Pounders, ſome without Ball, others with- 
out Carriages, all of them too unweildy, and unfit 
for Battery, He then delivered in to them a State of 
all the Ordnance Stores in the Kingdom, upon exa- 
mining of which, the General Officers unanimouſly 
confeſſed, that the whole Country was not able to 
furniſh the Cannon and Ammunition which Count De 
Mercy wanted. This was ſuch a Declaration of Weak- 
neſs, as was not to be expected in ſo fine a Kingdom, 
The Admiral now plainly perceiving, that the Army 
had no Reſſource but what lay in himſelf, generouſly 
ſent them twenty-four Pieces of Cannon of eighteen 
Pounders, belonging to the Spaniſh Prizes, and a 
proportionable quantity of Powder and Shot, con- 
tenting himſelf with the ſingle Credit of the General 
for Repayment to the Captors, and at the ſame time 
wrote to Genoa and Leghorn to purchaſe 1000 Barrels 
more of Powder, engaging his own Security to the 
Britiſh Conſuls for their Repayment. | 

During theſe Tranſactions, a number of Tranſ- 
ports having been provided at Naples, the Admiral 
ſent them under a Convoy to Vado, and having diſ- 
patched his other Affairs with the Cardinal, depart- 
ed after them, and arrived at Genoa the 7th of Sep- 
tember. The Town faluted his Flag with twenty-one 
Guns, and his Perſon with ten Guns and twenty 
Chambers, and the 8 ſent off ſix 1 
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three of the old, and as many of the new Nobility, 


to compliment him upon his Arrival. | 


The Admiral had been made to believe, that by the 


time of his Arrival at Genoa, the Army would be 


ready to embark ; but he found every thing in ex- 
treme Backwardneſs. The Troops had not ſo much 
as begun their March from the Milaneſe, nor could 
get to Vado in leſs than a Fortnight; very few Pro- 
viſions or Neceſſaries had been bought up, and none 


ſhipped ; nor were the Tranſport Veſſels properly fit- 


ted for the Reception of the Troops. Count De 


Bonneval, who was to command this Body, arriving 


the next Day, went on board the Admiral, and with 
great Mortification underſtanding that he intended to 


| tranſport his Army to Melazzo, and even to Meſſina, 


if Count De Mercy ſhould think it neceſſary, and that 
in the mean time he wanted to ſend ſome of his Ar- 
tillery before, with Powder and Ball, to enable that 
General to puſh on the Siege of the Citadel, he be- 
gan in a boaſting manner to tell the Admiral that 
« his Army was upon an independent Eſtabliſhment, 
s and to act under his own ſeparate Command, That 
« the Project was, for him to be reinforced with 
« Troops from Count De Mercy, and to march from 
« Melazzo to reduce Palermo, and that part of the 


© Iſland; and therefore he could not ſpare the Ar- 


« tillery, which he ſhould want on that Service; and 
* that as to Men, Count De Mercy had already e- 
« nough with him to take the Citadel.“ The Ad- 


miral replied, ** That it was no part of his Inten- 


« tions to enter into any Reaſoning about the _ 
rate Command intended for him in Sicily, but that 
he was ſure Count De Mercy would never conſent 
eto his acting, much leſs reinforce him with Troops 
„to act, on any ſeparate Service, till after the Re- 


« duction of the Citadel, which could not be effect - 
ed without a Supply of Cannon and Ammuni- 


<« tion, and that the quickeſt way for his entering 


on the Execution of any ſuch ſeparate Projects, 


« was 
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& was to have that Service firſt over.” Bonneval 
then fell a railing at Count Coloredo, Governor of 
Milan, to whom he imputed all the Delays and Ob- 
ſtructions in this Affair; * that he could never get 
from him a Liſt of the Troops deſigned to ſerve 
& under him; that he took no care about the Provi- 
« ſions; nor ſupplied the Military Cheſt, the Artil- 
„ lery, or any other Contingents of the Army, ac- 
© cording to the Regulation made by the Council of 
„War at Vienna; and that he was reſolved not to 
&* ſtir without his full Complement, which was 6500 
«« Men.” Theſe things greatly embarraſſed the Ad- 
miral ; but the next Day the Governor having ſent 
his Secretary and Adjutant-General tg the Admiral, to 
compliment him upon his Arrival, they juſtified every 
part of his Conduct, and convinced the Admiral, that 
Count De Bonneval had not ſtated things in a fair 
Light: and indeed in the whole courſe of this Tranſ- 
action, the Governor of Milan, who was a Man of 
Honour and Integrity, was not wanting in any thing, 
that depended on his Care and Power ; but his good 
Intentions were ill ſeconded by the Sloth or Knavery 
of the Commiſſaries, who gave the Admiral inſup- 
rtable Trouble. After much pains, he got two 
eſſels ſent away under Convoy of a Man of War, 
with ſome Cannon and Ammunition for the Army 
at Meſſina; but as to the main Point, he met with 
reat Perplexity and Vexation. He had been twelve 
ys ſoliciting their putting Proviſions and Neceſſa- 
ries on board the Tranſports, that they might be rea- 
dy againſt the Arrival of the Forces, without any the 
leaſt thing being done in it: Upon complaining of 
which to Count De Bonneval, he contented himſelf 
with laying the Blame on the Commiſſaries, who, 
he ſaid, would do what they pleaſed, in ſpite of all 
that he could ſay to them, and being appointed by 
the Aulick Council of War at Vienna, had no regard 
to his Authority or Orders. With Difficulty the 
Admiral got them to come to a Conference at the Ge- 


neral's Houſe, where laying before them a State of 
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the ſeveral Particulars ſtill wanting for the intended 
Embar kation, they proteſted, they could not get to- 
gether ſo much Proviſion under fifteen Days time; 
but entering into a Diſcuſſion of each Particular, he 
plainly ſhewed them, that it might eafily be com- 
paſſed in ſeven. He then told them, That as the 
&« Governor of Milan had aſſured him, that the laſt 
* Column of Troops would be at Vado the 23d, if 
© any thing hindered their embarking the next Day, 
© he would be trifled with no longer, but go away 
% to Meſſina, where his Preſence was wanted, and 
leave a Convoy to follow with the Troops; and 
« adviſed them to conſider ſeriouſly of the Blame 
« they would incur from their Negligence.” This 


brought them to promiſe, that all the Proviſions, 


Ammunition, and other Neceſſaries ſhould be got 
ready and ſhipped off by the time appointed for the 
Arrival of the Troops. They being accordingly ar- 
rived on the 23d, and the Admiral having made a 
Diſpoſition to embark them, the commanding Officer 
ſent him word, that very little of the Proviſions were 
ſhipped on board the Tranſports, that moſt part of 
the Biſcuit and Wine was wanting, that there was no 


Salt, Oil, Brandy and Tobacco, nor any Hay or Oats; 


nor could he get any clear Anſwer from the chief 
Commiſſary, by what time thoſe things could be pro- 
vided. The Admiral ſending his Firſt Captain to 
find out that Officer, he concealed himſelf from his 
Sight; and indeed the whole Conduct of thoſe Offi- 


cers looked as if they deſignedly delayed, inſtead of 


for warding this Service. As to Count De Bonneval, 
who had been appointed to command thoſe Forces on 
the intended Expedition to Sardinia, he was fo diſ- 
guſted at his Diſappointment, and the diverting them 
to a different Service, and to find himſelf going to act 
under the Command of another, that he gave himſelf 


no trouble to forward the Service, but ſpent his whole 
Time in Pleaſures at Genoa. After incredible Pains 


and Labour, and at laſt ſuch Menaces as the Commiſ- 
ſaries, and even Bonneval himſelf, began to be _ 
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of, the Admiral ſhipt off the Troops to the number 
of about 6000, on the 27th of September, with ſuch 
Proviſions as could be got, and leaving a Man of 
War to convoy the Remainder when ready, failed the 
28th from Vado, but it blowing very freſh the 29th 
in the Night, the Sattees and Tartans with about 600 
Men on board, and ſome Horſes and Baggage, part- 
ed from the Fleet, and ſtood in with the Shore for 
Shelter. The Admiral receiving Letters, in his Paſ- 
ſage, from Count De Mercy, requeſting, that the 
Troops might not land at AZelazz3, but go on to Me/- 
ſina, he ſtood away for the Fare, and arrived before 
Meſſina the 8th of O#tcber, which ſo elevated the Spi- 
rits of the Army, that upon the firſt ſight of the Fleet, 
Lieutenant-General Wallis with 5000 Men made a 
vigorous Attack upon the Half- Moon which was 
neareſt to their —— and carried it but with 
the Loſs of 1023 killed, and 830 wounded. The Ad- 
mira] repairing aſhore to the Generals Quarters, was 
embraced by him and all the General Officers with 
the moſt tender Marks of Affection and Gratulation, 
the whole Army being overjoy'd to ſee a Man who 
always brought them Reliet and Succeſs, and every 
Good that attended them. On the 17th, at ten in 
the Morning, the Imperialiſts aſſaulted the Counter- 
Guard, and mounted to the top of the Breach with 
great Gallantry, but, after two Hours very warm 
work, were repulſed with the Loſs of 120 Men kil- 
led, and 617 wounded. The Governor having ac- 
quitted himſelf with great Honour in this Repulſe, as 
well as in the general Defence of the Place, and find- 
ing himſelf unable to hold it longer, beat a Parley 


| the next Day, and ſurrendered upon Articles. On 


the 19th 600 Imperial Grenadiers marched in, and 
took Poſſeſſion of a Gate of the Citadel. On the 
21ſt the Spaniſh Garriſon marched. out thbugh the 
Breach, and were tranſported by Sea to Auguſta. Thus 
ended a Siege of 91 Days, which coſt the Germans 
above 5000 Men killed or wounded. 1 

Count De Bonneval finding his Troops 9 
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ted with the Army, and his Projects of a ſeparate 


Command vaniſhed, pretended Sickneſs, and getting 
leave to go to Reggio for Advice, he repaired to Vi- 


enna, and returned no more to the Army. He was 
a Native of France, and had all the Sprightlineſs and 
Levity of that Nation, He was a gallant Officer, 
had received many Wounds, and {til} feels the pain- 
ful Remembrance of a moſt terrible one he got in 
Hungary, He had no Zeal for the Service of his 
Prince, any farther than it ſuited his own Intereſt or 
Ambition, to which he willingly ſacrificed his Duty. 
While the Admiral gave himſelf incredible Pains at 
Genoa and Vado to quicken the Departure of the Ar- 

my, he was thought to throw in the Way all the 
ſecret Obſtructions he could, till he knew the Iſſue of 
the Solicitations he was carrying on at Vienna, to be 
continued in a ſeparate Command. 

Whilſt the Stege of the Citadel was depending, the 
Spaniſh Army decamped from Franca Villa the 3 Iſt of 
Augnſt, and marching towards Rametta, the Marquis 
De Lede gave out, that he would attack the Imperialiſts, 
and appeared upon the Hills in ſight of the Camp, 
attended by a great number of Peaſants he had drawn 
together, but finding it well guarded, and his Army 


being ſickly, he fortified a ſtrong and advantageous 


Poſt at Caſtro Giovane in the Center of the Iſland, 
where he laid in large Magazines, in order to retire. 
thither in caſe of Neceſſity, and in the mean time 
cantoned his Troops about Aderno, Paterno, and Ca- 
tunia. 

It was during this Siege, that the Admiral, having 
received Information, that Veſſels belonging to Malia 
had gone to Sea with Span;h Commiſſions, and ta- 
ken ſome Erg/ifþb Merchant Ships, ſent a Letter to 
the Grand Maſter, ** complaining of his Partiality 
and Injuſtice, demanding Satisfaction for the Da- 
„ mages the Merchants had ſuſtained, and his giving 
« ſtrict Orders to prohibit the like unfair Proceed- 
<« ings for the future.“ He wrote at the ſame time 
to Mr. Alexander Young, the Engliſh Conſul at Mul- 
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ta, to make a ſtrict Enquiry what Merchant Ships 
had been taken by Privateers fitted out from Malta, 
or wherein Malleſe Subjects had been concerned, and 
to Jay a State thereof before that Government, with 
a Demand ot Reparation, and to let him know their 
Anſwer, The Grand Maſter and his Council being 
alarmed at this Meſſage, ſent the Chevalier Balbini to 
the Admiral, to repreſent and excuſe the Proceedings 
of their Government in the Points complained of, 
and to lay before him the Difficulties they were un- 
der from their Dependance on Spain, and to endea- 
vour to remove all Cauſes of his Diſſatisfaction with 
them. But the Admiral not having yet received any 
ſpecifick Account of the particular Loſſes of the Mer- 
chants, and ſo not able to ſettle the Terms of Reſti- 
tution with Balbini, ſent his firſt Captain (Saunders) 
with two Men of War to Malta, directing him “ to 
make an exact Enquiry into the ſeveral Captures 
© that had been made, and to lay the ſame before 
the Grand Maſter and his Council, and to demand 
<*© Reparation, ſo far as their Subjects had been con- 
* cerned therein; and in caſe he found them wil- 
ling to give reaſonable Aſſurances of doing Juſ- 
* tice for what was paſt, and of à better Beha- 
* viour for the future, he was to enter into a Con- 
« vention with them for that purpoſe, and for e- 
„ ſtabliſhing a good Agreement with them; but 
«© otherwiſe, he was to take all Ships and Veſ- 
«© ſels he ſhould meet with belonging to that Iſland.” 
Captain Saunders arriving at Malta, found a fair 
diſpoſition in thoſe People to give the Admiral and 
the Eugliſb Nation all reaſonable Satisfaction in their 
Proceedings. They ſhewed, that they had never 
** conſented to, or approved of their Subjects entring 
into the ſervice of Spain, but had iſſued ſtrict Pro- 
„ clamations prohibiting them to be any ways con- 
« cerned on either Side, in the War. They did not 
« deny, that one of their Veſſels had taken a Com- 
miſſion from the Marquis De Lede, to cruize upon 
the Enemies of Spain, but made appear, that they 
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* had ſent one of their Order to entreat him to 
„% revoke that Commiſſion, and had made the ſame 
* Application to the Court at Madrid, but had been 
* anſwered with great Roughneſs and Menaces. That 
to avoid as much as they could all Occaſions of 
* Complaint, they had called in all their Privateers 
* which had been cruizing in the Levant againſt the 
„ Tarks, in order to diſarm them; but they could 
not always govern the Unrulineſs of their People, 
© when they would enter into the Service of any 
“ Chriſtian Prince, whoſe Colours protected them 
* from their Enquiry or Viſitation, which was the 
cc 
* upon the Chriſtian Princes of Europe for their 
«© Revenue, and in particular drew at that time their 
daily Suſtenance of Proviſions from that part of 
Sicily, which was under the Subjection of the Spa- 
niſb General; and finally, that they had received 
<< no part or benefit from the Prizes, which paſſed 
** entirely thro? the hands of the Spaniſh Agent, and 
in which they had no manner of Intereſt or Con- 
« cern.” The Captain was convinced of the Sinceri- 
ty and Truth of their Declaration, but on the other 
hand told them, ** that it was not his buſineſs to en- 
„ quire into the Nature or Dependance of their Go- 
“ vernment, and it was for them to accomodate their 
* Grievances with Spain as they could. That his 
* Inſtructions were plain, and founded in Juſtice, de- 
„ manding Redreſs for the Loſſes his Countrymen 
had ſuſtained, from thoſe who occaſioned them, 
„ who were their Subjects; and that if they would 
** not enter into a Negociation for that purpoſe, he 
* ſhould be obliged to put his Orders in Execution.” 
Intimidated by theſe Threats, they immediately 
appointed two Commiſlariez to treat with him; 
and it being made out by Proof, that five Engliſh 
Merchant Ships had been taken by Malteſe Ships un- 
der Spaniſb Colours, they ſubmitted to pay the full Va- 
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lue of them and their lading, within twelve Months after 


Application from the Claimants, But thinking them- 
PEO” ſelves 


Misfortune of their Conſtitution, as they depended 
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ſelves aggrieved by this Treaty, and proteſting them- 
ſelves to be under a Force to ſign any Terms, rather 
than feel the Effects of the Admiral's Diſpleaſure, 
they reſerved to themſelves a Liberty of appealing to 
the Equity of the Admiral, and from him to the 


King, for a mitigation of the _— of the Condi- 
tions. They diſpatched away accordingly the Che- 
valier De la Val to the Admiral, who not thinking he 
had any Right to compound for other Men's Proper- 
ties, the Deputy paſſed on to the Engh/b Court at 
London, to execute his Commiſſion. He had likewiſe 
a private Inſtruction, to implore the King's Intereſt, 
with the ſeveral Princes at the approaching Congreſs, 
that Malta might be freed from it's Subjection to 
Sicily, and enjoy the Rights and Privileges of a free 
and neutral Port, in time of War, among the Chri- 
ſtian Powers, * 
The [mperialiſts having ſpent ſome time in levelling 

the Lines, Trenches, and Batteries before Meſſina, 
and in putting the Place into a Poſture of Defence 
they held ſeveral Conſultations, at which the Admiral 
aſſiſted, concerning what Meaſures were next to be 
taken. The Reduction of Maſſina had brought Val 
Demona under the Obedience of the Emperor, but 
the whole Province being mountainous and barren, 
was ſo little able to ſupply the Army with Proviſions 
and Forrage, that the Inhabitants of Mz/ina, and 
other Towns, daily petitioned the General for their 
own Subſiſtance, ſince they could draw no Corn, as 
they uſed to do, from the plentiful Parts of the Iſland, - 
which were in the poſſeſſion of the Spaniards. To 
march after the Enemy in a wintry Seaſon, with their 
Horſe already harraſſed, and almoſt ſtarved, through 
an adverſe Country, and without any Proviſions but 
what they carried ; and, if they ſurmounted all theſe 
difficulties, to attack them in the ſtrong Camp of 
Caſtro Giovane, was judged too raſh to be attempted, 
after the Experience of Franca Villa, To march to 
Palermo, and get Poſſeſſion of the Capital, was more 
deſirable than eaſy of Execution, It was a March of 
ſeventeen 
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ſeventeen days, along the Northern Coaſt of the 
Iſland, through an unknown, mountainous, ſterile 
Country, where they ſhould be expoſed to ſudden In- 
ſults, great part of the Way being ſo narrow, that 
two Men could hardly go a-breaſt ; and if they met 
with no Enemy, they had no Forrage for their Horſe, 
no Magazines in the way of their March, nor a ſuf- 
ficient Number of Beaſts of burthen to carry Proviſi- 
ons along with them, nor Money to buy them, if 
they could be got. The next Project that occurred, 
was to go to Trapani, where the Piedmonteſe had a 
Garriſon. This would be changing the Scene of the 
War to great Advantage, for inſtead of being confi- 
ned and famiſhed in the Mountains, they ſhould be 
able to enlarge themſelves in a plentiful Country, and 
by acting on equal Terms with the Enemy, have a 
reaſonable Chance to drive them out of the Iſland, 
But to go thither by Land was impracticable, and as 
their Tranſport Veſſels could not carry above a third 
Part of the Army at a time, the Diviſion of their 
Troops was hazardous, and might be fatal. For 
Trapani being ſituated on an Iſtbmus, and having no 
Magazines of Corn, the Marquis De Lede might 
march, and pen up the firſt Detachment, within that 
narrow Neck of Land, where they would ſtarve for 
want of Proviſions, before the reſt of the Army could 
join them. The only Choice remaining was to go to 
Syracuſa, but that too was impracticable by Land, by 
reaſon of the ſame Objections as are already mention- 
ed; and beſides, there lay in the Way ſeveral deep and 
rapid Rivers, where the Enemy might defend the 
Paſſages with great Advantage: And though it was 
not difficult to tranſport the Army thither by Sea, yet 
it was an uncomfortable Reflection, that they ſhould be 
then the whole length of the Iſland diſtant from Pa- 
lermo, and could only propoſe to ſubliſt themſelves 
from day to day during the Winter, the Enemy ly- 
ing between them and the great Caricatori or Subter- 
raneous Magazines, where the Inhabitants uſually lay 
up their Corn, which were go Miles diſtant, _ 
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theſe diſagreeable Proſpects they paſt away ſome days 
under Incertainty what to do; when one Evening the 
Generals Mercy and Zumjungen repairing on Board 
the Admiral, and renewing the Subject of their late 
Conferences, they told him in a very deſponding man- 
ner, that having thoroughly weighed the Situation 
60 
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the Enemy in the Spring; and 


of their Affairs, and finding they could neither 
ſubſiſt, nor undertake any Action where they were, 
they had come to a Reſolution to leave a 

Garriſon in Mefna, and tranſport the Horſe over 
by Sea to Calabria, and the Foot to Syracuſe, 
where they might be able to maintain themſelves 
during the Winter, and be ready to make uſe 
of ſuch Advantages as might offer for acting againſt 
prayed his Aſſiſt- 
ance in that Service, The Admiral replyed, that 


© he hoped, their Affairs were not ſo deſperate, as 


they apprehended ; that he had been employing 
his Thoughts for their Service, and believed, he 


e ſhould be able to extricate them out of their pre- 


ſent Circumſtances : That, of all the late Propo- 
ſitions, the tranſporting the Army to Trapani plea- 
ſed him beſt, as it would turn the difficulty upon 
the Spaniſh Army, by obliging them to make un- 
eaſy Marches, and to keep the Field in the Win- 
ter, That when the whole Army was at Trapani, 
they ſhould be able to enlarge their Quarters, the 
Granaries of Corn would fall into their hands, and 
their Neighbourhood to Palermo keep that Place 
in awe, *till the Seaſon ſhould favour their march- 
ing towards it, the Reduction of which would 
bring the War to a ſpeedy Iſſue. That he had 
conſidered of the difficulty of ſubſiſting one part 
of the Army at Trapani, till the reſt arrived; 
and, as England was in Peace with the Govern- 
ments of Barbary, he would ſend his Secretary to 
Tunis, which was the neareſt African Port to 
Trapani, and employ him and the Exgliſb Conſul 
to buy up whatever Quantity of Corn was neceſ- 
fary, and tranſport the ſame to Trapani. * 

he 
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ehe knew very well they had no Money, and there - 
fore would employ his own Caſh and Credit to 


<<: procure this Supply, depending upon their honour 


for Repayment, and did not doubt to lodge the 
«© Corn at Trapani, before the firſt Detachment of 
Troops arrived there.” Count De Mercy pene- 
trating immediately into the Facility and advantagious 
Conſequences of this Scheme, roſe up, and embracing 
the Admiral in a kind of Trauſport, acknowledged 
that he had hit on the only Method practicable, 
&© not only for the preſervation of the Army, but 
„ even for puſhing on the War with Succeſs. That 


„ as it was a Proteſtant Scheme, he ſhould have 


« Proteſtant Troops, and Proteſtant Generals to put 
it in Executionz” and accordingly General Zum- 


jungen, with Count Seckendorf, the Prince of Heſſe, 


and General Schmettau embarked the 234 of Nuvem- 


ber with 7000 Foot and 500 Horſe, and arrived 


fortunately in three days at Trapani, where finding a 
plentiful Remittance of Corn ready arrived from 
Tunis, they not only poſted themſelves there in Secu- 
rity, but enlarging their Quarters into the Country, 
brought the Cities of Marſala and Mazzara to ſub- 
mit to the Obedience of the Emperor. The Tran- 
ſports and Convoy returning, brought thither more 
Troops. Count De Mercy and the Admiral depart- 
ing with the laſt Convoy from Melina on the 19th 


of Fanuary conſiſting of 5400 Foot and 1100 Horſe, 


they were overtaken by a violent Storm off the Ile of 
Alicudi, which drove all the Tranſports into Melazzo 
and Meſſina, the Admiral, with the General on Board 
his Ship, 8 difficulty to Trapani on the 
29th, but the whole Convoy did not arrive there till 


tte ad of March, many Soldiers dying in the Paſſage, 


and amongſt them General Macbtendonck, regretted 
by every body. The whole Army being got toge- 
ther amounted to 14000 Foot and 3000 Horſe, be- 
ſides the Garriſons left in Mæſina, Melazzo, Syracuſa, 
andthe adjacent Ported. fo wiy 07 47 
Theſe Motions of the Imperialiſis made the Mar- 
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uis De Lede quit the Poſts of Mola, Taormina and 
Catania, and leaving a Detachment in his ſtrong Camp 
at Caſtro Giovane, to ſecure the Magazines he had 
erected there, he marched and fixed his Camp from 
Alcamo to Salama, with his head Quarters at Caſte! 
Vetrano, from whence he continually ſent out Detach- 
ments to deſtroy the Country about Marſala and 
Mazzara, and to carry off all the Cattle, Grain and 
Wine, which Zumjungen could not at firſt prevent; 
but being ſtrengthened with new Supplies by 
Sea, he at laſt obliged their Parties to retire, and on 
the Arrival of Count De Mercy, the Spaniſh General 
was reduced to fortify his Camp with ſtrong Entrench- 
ments and Redoubts, with Batteries of Cannon. 
Count De Mercy making a Motion of extendin 
his Quarters beyond Mazzara, the Marquis de Led: 
quitted Caftel Vetrano, and retired with his Army to 
Alcamo, from whence he ſent his Mareſchal de Camp 
Signor d' Aponte, on the 6th of February with Over- 
tures to Count De Mercy and the Admiral for eva- 
cuating Sicily, on Condition' of Leave to tranſport 
his Army into Spain, and in order thereto, deſiring 
a Suſpenſion of Arms. This Propoſition contained 
nothing diſagreeable to the Germans, who would 
thereby obtain all they wanted, by becoming Maſ- 
ters of the Kingdom without any farther Trouble; 
but the Admiral Tar. againſt it, and declaring 
that not a Man of the Spaniſo Army ſhould paſs out 
of that Iſland, until a general Peace was made, for 
that it would be to furniſh Spain with a Body of their 
beſt Troops to ſtrengthen their Army acting againſt 
France, or elſe they might be employed in diſturbing 
England, he was diſmiſſed with this Counter Propo- 
fal from the Count De Mercy, that if the Marquis 
would ſurrender Palermo, and the South- ſide of the 
Iſland, and retire with his Army into the middle 
of the Country towards Caſtro Giovane, or to any 
other Paſs proper for his Security, he would con- 
ſent to a Suſpenſion of Arms for fix weeks, till the 
Sentiments of the ſeveral Courts might be 3 
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which being an Advantage more than equivalent 
to the Operations of ſix weeks in that early Scaſon, 
the Admiral conſented thereto, with this Reſtriction, 
that if the Spaniards attempted to withdraw any of 
their Men in the mean time, the Suſpenſion ſhould 
be void, and he would act againſt them with all his 
Force. Count De Mercy diſpatching Lieutenant 
Colonel Bellaire to Vienna, to acquaint that Court 
with theſe Overtures, and bring back their Direc- 
tions, the Admiral ſent away thither his eldeſt Son 
Mr. Byng, with Inſtructions, that if the Imperial 
Court liſtned to the Propoſals of the Spaniſh Gene- 
ral, to declare, that his Father could never ſuffer 
any Part of the Spaniſh Army to depart out of the 
Nand, till the King of Spain had acceded to the 
Quadruple Alliance, or till he received poſitive In- 
ſtructions from Eugland for doing ſo. 

The 12th of February Count De Mercy marched to- 
wards Caſtel Vetrano, 2 the more commodious Sub- 
ſiſtance of his Cavalry, from whence he detached 
General Seckendorf with 1500 Men and ſome Can- 
non, to reduce Sacca, where there was a large Cari- 
catore of Corn. The Town immediately ſurrender- 
ed, but the Spaniards, to the Number of 300, re- 
tired into the Caſtle. 

The Marquis De Lede finding his firſt Propoſi- 
tions ineffectual, ſent two General Officers, the Mar- 

uis De Sar Vicenza, and Signior D' Aponte, to the 
mperial Camp the 1 of February, with Inſtruc- 
tions to treat about the Surrender of Palermo and a 
conſiderable part of the adjacent Country, in conſi- 
deration of a Suſpenſion of Arms for three Months ; 
but whilſt the Negotiation was depending, the Mar- 
quis receiving an Expreſs from Madrid on the 28th 
with Advice, that a general Peace was made, he 
ſent immediately to break off the Treaty. This 
ſeemed Matter of great Surprize, but the ſecret Rea- 
ſon was, that Spain was at that time treating with 
France to reſtore Fontarabia, St. Sebaſtian, and o- 
ther Places taken in the War, and hoped to get in 


exchange, 


Expedition to 8 10 11 v. 79 


exchange, for the Evacuation of Sicily and Sardinia, 
the Reſtitution of thoſe Towns, and of Gibraltar; 
or, at leaſt, to have both the one and the other re- 
ferred to a: Congreſs. Upon this, Count De Mercy 
gave freſh Orders for attacking the Caſtle of Sacca, 
which had been retarded by the great Rains. The 
Caſtle being batter d with four Pieces of Cannon, 
and not very ſtrong, ſurrender'd the 6th of March, 
the Garriſon being made Priſoners of War. The 
taking this Place gave great Relief to the Imperial 

Army, who found there 20000 Solms of Wheat. 
During theſe Tranſactions, a Courier diſpatched 
from Paris by the Earl of Stair the Britih Ambaſſa - 
dor there, brought the Admiral Information, that 
the — is _ _ Long, the Spaniſb Minifter * 
at t ague, had ſigned the Quadruple Alliance 
the 17th of February; and he Bn likewiſe a 
Packet from that Miniſter to the Marquis De Lede, 
and another from the Emperor's Miniſter to Count 
De Mercy, to acquaint them therewith. A Trum- 
pet was ſent with the Span; Miniſter's Packet to 
the Marquis De Lede, and to know his Sentiments 
thereupon. He returned Anſwer, ©* That his Maſ- 
* ter's Miniſter having ſigned the Quadruple Alli- 
&« ance, he looked upon the Peace as a thing con- 
&« cluded, and was therefore ready to treat of a Ceſ- 
« ſation of Hoſtilities by Sea and Land, until they 
* ſhould receive farther Orders from their reſpective 
Courts.“ To this it was replied, by the Admi- 
ral and Count De Mercy, That as the Evacuation 
« of Sicily and Sardinia was to be performed with- 
& in two Months after the ſaid Signing, they were 
* ready to conſent to a Suſpenſion of Arms, upon 
his delivering up the City and Caſtles of Palermo, 
% at which Place Tranſports would be beſt provi- 
« ded, and other neceſſary Meafures concerted for 
« the Tranſportation of their Army into Spain.“ 
The Marquis returned anſwer, ** That as he under- 
„ ftood, the Plenipotentiaries of their Maſters at 
the Hague, were in Treaty for ſettling the Tn 
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& of evacuating thoſe Iſlands, he did not think him- 
« ſelf authorized to agree to a Ceſſation on any other 
& Condition, than that each Party ſhould remain on 
e the Ground they occupied, and expect farther Or- 
& ders from their reſpective Principals.” 

The Diſadvantages ariſing from ſuch an Agree- 
ment were too obvious to be ſubmitted to; for the 
Men of War and Tranſports lay very inconveniently 
at Trapani, an unſafe Road, where they had ſuſtain- 
ed conſiderable Damage, and ſome of the Tranſ- 
ports had been loſt z it was therefore neceſſary to have 
Poſſeſſion of Palermo, as a ſecure Retreat for the Fleet, 
and the moſt commodious Port for ſhipping, off the 
Troops ; beſides it was a Pledge of 'the Sincerity of 
the Intentions of Spain to evacuate the Iſland, In 
the next place, it put the Germans under a manifeſt 
Inequality to be confined to the Ground they occu- 
pied, while the Spaniards were in poſſeſſion of the 


principal Caricatori of Corn, and plundered and 


rifled at pleaſure a Country they were ſoon to leave. 
Nor could they comprehend, how an enemy, who 
ſix Weeks before, offered to leave the whole Iſland, 
on condition of being ſent back into Spain, ſhould 
now ſcruple to ſurrender Palermo; and therefore as 
it had the Appearance of Chicaning, they reſolved 
to go on with the Operations of the War. But be- 
fore they procceded to Action, they agreed to ſend 
a joint Letter to the Marquis, propoſing an Inter- 
view between them at the Caſſine De Raſſignola, half 
way between the two Armies, where accordingly they 
met the 2d of April at Noon, with an Eſcorte of 
200 Horſe on each fide. In the Conference the 
Marquis De Lede owned, That he knew the King 
* his Maſter had ſigned the Quadruple Alliance, 
«© and did not doubt of his Intention to evacuate Si- 
« city; but declared, he had no Orders yet about it; 
<< that he expected full Powers and Inſtructions ſoon, 


and wiſhed they would, in the mean time, come 


to a Ceſſation of Arms.” He was asked, 
„What Propoſals he had to make for that pur- 
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% poſe?” He anſwered, ©* None, but that both 
Armies might hold the Country that 'was in their 
« Poſſeſſion, until he received Orders to treat about 
the Evacuation.” Count De Mercy thinking it 
unreaſonable to be ty'd down to a ſmall Tract of 
Country where he could not ſubſiſt, asked him, 
* whether in caſe they ſhould conſent to his keeping 

&« Poſſeſſion of Palermo, he had Power to deliver 
* up Auguſta, and the other Poſts they held on 
8 Yr fide of the Iſland, which were now of no uſe 
e to him, but it would be rather a Conveniency to 
bim to draw away the Garriſons and Troops he 
had in thoſe Parts, to join his Army, in order to 
the intended Evacuation?” He confeſſed, he 
could notgive up, nor quit the Poſſeſſion of any Part 
ehe had of the Iſland, until he received farther Orders 
“ from his Maſter,” and read part of his Inſtruc- 
tions. to them. Count De Mercy on the other ſide, 
ſhewed him part of the Emperor's Orders, which 
directed him, to agree to a * — of Arms in 
order to the evacuation of Siciſꝗ and Sardinia; and 
& to concert with the Marquis De Lede the neceſſary 
Conditions for facilitating the ſame, and to' adjuſt 
that Affair by all reaſonable Meaſures: But that, 
« if the Marquis De Lede ſhould not own his hav- 
ing Orders, or endeavour to evade them and gain 
<« time, by pretending to ſend to Madrid for farther 
« Inſtructions, and not name a reaſonable time for 
beginning to embark part of his Troops, in that 
„ Caſe, he was to make uſe of his Arms to oblige 
« him to execute the Treaty, which the Spaniſh 
« Miniſter had ſigned at the Hague.” He farther 
told the Marquis, that the 17th of April was under- 
ſtood to be the time they ſhould go upon the Eva- 
cuation, but if it was not poſſible for him to begin ſo 
| ſoon, he would not differ about a. few Days, pro- 
vided they entred now into ſome Agreement about 


cc 


the manner of doing it. He offered him the Tranſ- 


ports he had in his Service, and affured him, that he 
ſhould be accommodated with Proviſions and every 
_ he could in reaſon. demand. The Admiral, 

F on 


2 


82 Expedition to S 101 1 v. 
on his Part, gave him the like Aſſurances, and that 


- he ſhould. be eſcorted by as many of his Maſter's 


Ships, as he ſhould deſire. The Marquis owned, 
that all they ſaid was reaſonable, but complaining of 
the want of Orders, the Conference broke off with- 
out coming to any Iſſue, At parting, the Marquis 
prayed the Admiral to releaſe the Biſhop of Mazza- 
ra, who was his Priſoner, which the Admiral readily 
conſented to. 

During theſe Debates, one of the Engliſb Ships 
cruizing off Palermo, took a Felucca, ſent by Cardi- 
nal Aguaviva from Rome, with Packets of Letters 


from Spain to the Marquis De Lede, which he deli- 


vered to the Admiral; who ſceing the King of Spain's 
Seal to the Letters, generouſly ſent them unopened to 
the Marquis, and ſet the Felucca and Crew at Liberty. 
The Conference being broke off, the Admiral re- 
turned to the Fleet at Trapani, and Count De Mer- 
cy reſolving to attack the Spaniards, marched to- 
wards Alcamo, where he arrived the 8th of April, the 
Marquis having retreated the Night before with Pre- 


cipitation, leaving ſome ſick Men behind, whom he 


could not carry away. The uis encamped at 
Valguernera and Sala di Partenico, fearing to be 
followed by the Imperialiſts, he retired on to Mon. 
reale. The Retreat of the Spaniards made Count De 
Mercy reſolve on the Siege of Palermo, in order to 
which he ſent Colonel Baron Neyperg to confer with 
the Admiral about the Aſſiſtance to be given 
by the Fleet in facilitating the March of the Army to- 
wards that Place, by coaſting along with the Provi- 
ſions and Neceſſaries they ſnould want in their March, 
as well as in the Siege, and ſupplying them with Can- 
non and Ammunition for that Enterprize. The ne- 
ceſſary Diſpoſitions being concerted between the Ar- 
my and the Fleet, the Count decamped from Alcams 
the 18th of April, and followed the Marquis De Lede, 
who retreating towards Monreale, kept Poſitflion of 
that and other advantagious Poſts, which led into the 
Plain before Palermo, fortitying at the ſame time a 
ſtrong Paſs by the Sea · ſide called Sfer7a — 
| whic 
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which was another way between the Sea-Shore and the 
Mountains, into the ſame Plain. Count De Mercy 
being arrived at Sala di Partenico, and not judging it 
adviſeableto attempt the Paſſes which the Enemy pol- 
ſeſſed on the Road of Monreale, he divided his Army 
into two Bodies, ſending General Zumjungen with all 

his Cavalry (except the Huſſars and a Regiment of 
Dragoons)and ſeven Battalions of Foot, with the Ar- 
tillery and Baggage, to the Sea- ſide, with Orders to 
force the Paſs of Sferra Cavallo, and enter that Wa 
into the Plain of Palermo, whilſt he himſelf with the 
reſt of the Army aſcended the difficult Mountains a- 
bout Carini, in order to get down that way into the 
ſame Plain, judging, that if the Marquis drew his 
Army to defend the Paſsof Sferra Cavallo, he ſhould 
get between him and Palermo, or at leaſt, have the 
Advantage of falling upon his Rear. The Count 
having gained the heights of the Mountains, from 
whence are diſcovered the Plain and City of Paler- 
mo, perceived the Spaniſb Army encamped in the Bot- 
tom, intending to obſtruct his Deſcent, and occupy- 
ing all the Paſſes in the Way. Here Count De Mer- 
cy ſent to Zumjungen to rejoin him, which he did by 
the Aſſiſtance of Guides provided by the Magiſtrates 
of Carini, leaving a Detachment under the Command 
of Colonel Baron de Vugenau to convoy the Artil- 
lery and Baggage by the Way of the Sea- ſide, who 
arriving at the Paſs of Sferra Cavallo, found it a- 
bandoned by the Spaniards, On the 21ſt the Ger- 
mans began to deſcend from the Mountains, and for- 
cing the ſeveral Paſſes with leſs Oppoſition than was 
expected, were almoſt all got down before Night to the 
bottom. The whole was a moſt difficult and fatiguing 
March, through Ways that the Inhabitants themſelves 
had rarely practiſed, but which the Count ſurmount- 
ed with great Expedition and Military Judgment. 

The Admiral coaſting along, in Conformity to 
the Motions of the Army, came to an Anchor with 
the Fleet the 2oth in Mondello Bay, and ſent ſome 
of his Soldiers to take Poſſeſſion of a Tower on the 
Point, and another — landing Place, as _ 
. 2 
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three Caſſines that ſtood between, in order to preſerve 
their Communication. 12 

On the 22d the Marquis De Lede ſent Colonel 
Lacy, his Aid de Camp, with a Letter to the Admi- 
ral, incloſing a Spaniſh Gazette, wherein was publiſh- 
ed the Treaty of Suſpenſion of Arms at Sea, conclu- 
ded at the Hague between the Miniſters of Great 
Britain, France and Spain, and which was to take 
Place on the 10th Inſtant, and therefore he pro- 
poſed to the Admiral, ** to come to an A- 
„ greement with him for a ſeparate Ceſſation of 
+ Hoſtilities, as they had both. full Powers for that 
„% purpoſe; and proteſted againſt any Violences he 
&« ſhould commit, contrary to the plain Inſtructions 
of their Sovereigns.” This Snare laid to ſeparate 
the Admiral from the German Army, had no Effect, 
the Admiral returning Anſwer, ** that he could give 
* no Regard or Credit to a pretended Convention 
* publiſhed in a Foreign News Paper, and even in 
* which there was a Clauſe, that nothing in it ſhould 
„ derogate from what ſhould be agreed between him 


* and the Marquis, for what concerns the Medi- 


„ terrauean Sea, That as the Spani/þ Miniſter had 
e ſigned the Quadruple Alliance ever fince the 17th. 
« of February laſt, it was ſurprizing, that in all this 
time the Marquis had received no Orders for treat- 
* ing about the Evacuation of the Iſland, which 
c was the neceſſary Conſequence of it, but that he ſtill 
© maintained every Point and Poſt with the ſame Zeal 
„ and Ardor, as befote his Maſter's Acceſſion to 
«© the Alliance. That the time for beginning the 
© Evacuation was elapſed; and therefore, without 
« ſome reaſonable Security that he really intended 
« it, he could come into no Agreement for a Suſ- 
< penſion of Arms; but whenever he ſhould be em- 
« powered to treat for both, he would moſt gladly 
* go more than half way to meet him, and not on- 
<« ly agree on ſuch Meaſures as might put an End 
to the preſent Differences, but which might reſtore 


and cultivate a good Underſtanding between both 


« Nations, which no Body more ardently wiſhed 
L for, than he did... This 
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This was an adventurous Proceeding in the Ad- 
miral ; for his Inſtructions from England directed 
him to come to a Suſpenſion of Arms with Spain, 
without ſtaying for ſettling the Terms of Evacuati- 
on, which might take up time. But his Penetration 
ſhewed him, that if a Suſpenſion took Place at Seca, 
the Spaniards might introduce what Succours and 
Troops they pleated into the Iſland, which would 
unravel all they had been doing, and if any Interrup- 
tion happened in the Negotiations on foot, put the 
Spaniards in a better State of proſecuting the War, 
and perhaps protract it another Year. Their late 
Conduct had made him jealous of their Artifices, 
ſeeing them lay hold of every Advantage to evade 
the Evacuation of the Iſland, which this Separation 
would encourage, and render the way to Peace more 
diſtant and difficult. He determined therefore, as the 
Convention for a Ceſſation of Arms at Sea, ſigned 
at the Hague the 29th of February, left him-a Liberty 
of treating as he thought proper, to remain united to 
the Germans, which he prudently ſaw, was the quick- 
eſt Way to bring the Spaniards to a Compliance, 
and to come into real Meaſures for the Evacuation 
of the Iſland. The Event juſtified his Precaution, 
and his Conduct received at home the Approbation it 
deſerved. | | 

The March of the Imperialiſts had made the Spa- 
aiards change the Situation of their Camp, which 
they pitched acroſs the Plain before Palermo, extend- 
ing their left to Monte Caputo, and their right to the 
Sea near the Mole of Palermo, the whole Army be- 
ing under the Cannon of that City, and having ſtrong 
Entrenchments before them, lined with 40 pieces of 
Cannon, They were provided with Plenty of all 
things, and ſeemed determined to ſtand the Fate of a 
Battle. The Germans encamped on the fame Plain in 
the Front of the Enemy, and within a Mile, and a 
half diſtance, with their Right at the Foot of the 
Mountains from whence they had deſcended, and 
their Left reaching to Monte Pelegrino near. the Sea- 


ſide, the Artillery and Baggage being arrived in their 
F 3 Camp 
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Camp by the way of Fferra Cavallo. Count De 


Mercy ſeeing himſelf ſtraitened in Room, and under 


difficulty of ſubſiſting, whilſt the Enemy plundered 
and enriched themſelves with the Spoils of 2 Coun- 
try they were quickly to abandon, he determined to 
bring Matters to an Engagement as ſoon as poſſible, 
In Order to it, his Scheme was to endeavour to 
get Poſſeſſion of the Mole, by which means he ſhould 

flank the Enemy, and oblige them either to come 
to a Battle with diſadvantage, or elſe to retire to 
Termini, For this purpoſe he detached Baron Ney- 
perg on the 26th with ſix Companies of Grenadiers 
ro diſlodge the Enemy from ſome Poſts which they 
had fortified on the Sea-fide; and to facilitate the 
ſame, ſent Baron de WYitgenau with ſix other Com- 
panies of Grenadiers to ſeize on Monte Pelegrino, 
At the fametime the Admiral detaching three Ships, 
to cannonade the Poſts on the Sea-fide, their Fire made 
the Spaniards abandon them, and the Imperialiſts 


took Poſſeſſion of them without any Loſs. Theſe 


Advantages confirmed Count De Mercy in his Re- 


ſolution ro puſh his point that way, and having 


made the neceſſary diſpoſitions, the next day he cau- 
ſed to be attacked a Caſſine that ſtood a little di- 
ſtance from the Enemy's Trenches, but ſtrongly 
fortified with Lines and ſome Cannon, drawing out 
his whole Army at the ſame time in order of Bat- 
tle, in cafe the Enemy ſhould come out of their 
Camp to ſupport it. The Lines were ſoon taken, 
but the Caffine was not carried *till after a very 
vigorous Defence of above an Hour, wherein the 
Germans had about 140 Men killed or wounded, a- 
mong the former a Prince of Anbalt, and Lieutenant 
General Seckendorf wounded in the Shoulders. On 
the 2d of May, about two in the Afternoon, the 
Weather being very hot, and the Spaniſh Guard ta- 
king a Sieſto, according to the Cuſtom of that Na- 
tion, the Germans ſurprized a Redoubt near the 
Enemy's Lines, entring the fame without firing a 
Shot and puſhing the Spaniards out with their Bayo- 
nets in their pieces, The Marquis De Lede being 

12 | — 
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informed of it, roſe from Table, and ordered the Ar- 
my to be immediately drawn out, in order to retake 
that Fortification, which commanded the whole Line 
of the Camp. On the other Hand, Count De Mer- 
cy being determined to maintam his hold, both Ar- 
mies were in Motion and juſt on the Point of Enga- 
ging, when fortunately a Courier arriving in the very 
nſtant from Spain in a Felucca, delivered to the 
Marquis a Packet, containing full Powers from the 
King of Spain to treat and agree about the Evacua- 
tion of the Iſlands of Sicily and Sardinia, and the 
Tranſportation of the Army into Spain. The Mar- 
quis upon this drew off his Army, and ſent Letters 
by a Trumpet to the General and Admiral, to inform 
them of his Orders. The next Morning early, the 
Admiral repairing to the German Camp, Officers 
were appointed on each Side to treat of the Suſpen- 
ſion of Arms, and to regulate the manner of Eva- 
cuating both Iſlands; and Conventions were drawn 
up for that purpoſe, and ſigned, that for Sicily on 
the 6th of May, and that for Sardinia two days 
after. ora raged | 
In purſuance of thefe Conventions, the Germans 
were put in Poſſeſſion of Palermo and the Citadel of 
Caſtelamare the roth, and the Spam Army marched 
to Termini, a Sea- Port about 25 Miles diſtant, from 
whence the firſt Embarkation conſiſting of about 
12000 Foot and 600 Horſe, failed the 20th of 
June for Barcelona; and the Remainder arrived at the 
ſame Place the 2 5th of Auguſt 88 
Nothing now remained to be done, but to put the 
Duke ein Poſſeſſion of the Iſland of Sardinia; 
in order to which four Battalions of Piedmonteſe Troops 
embarled at Palermo under the Command of Baron 
St. Remi, and failed under the Convoy of ſome En- 
gliſb Men of War to Cagliari, where the Admiral 


arriving fo ſoon as he had ſettled all Affairs in Sicily, 


he affiſted at the Conferences with the Miniſters and 
Generals of the ſeveral Powers concerned, wherein 
was regulated the Manner of ſurrendering the Iſland 
by the Spaniſh 2 the Emperor, and the _ 
x 4 ion 
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ſion of the ſame from the Emperor to the Duke of 
Savoy; and, at the Inſtance of this Prince, the Ad- 
miral did not depart, till he had ſeen the whole ful- 
ly executed, the Spaniſh Troops returned into Spain, 
and the Duke of Savoy put into quiet Poſſeſſion of 
his new Kingdom. 

Thus ended the War of Sicily, wherein the Fleet 
of Great-Britain bore ſo illuſtrious a Part, that the Fate 
of the Iſland was whally governed by its Operations, 
both Competitors agreeing, that the one could not have 
"conquered, nor the other have been ſubdued without it. 
Never was any Service conducted in all its Parts with 
greater Zeal, Activity and Judgment, nor was ever the 
Britiſh Flag in ſo high Reputation and Reſpect in thoſe 
diſtant Parts of Europe. The late King, who had 
named the Admiral for that Expedition, and knew his 

Abilities, uſed to fay to his Miniſters, when they a 
plyed for Inſtructions to be ſent to him for his Guidance 
on certain important Occaſions, that he would ſend him 
none, for he knew how to act without any; and in- 
deed all the Meaſures he took abroad were ſo exact and 
Juſt, as to ſquare with the Councils and Plan of Policy 
at home. The Cauſe, of the Emperor being become 
the Cauſe of his Maſter, he ſerved the Intereſts of that 


Prince with a Zeal and Fidelity that ſtood a Pattern to 


his own Subjects. He lived in ſuch Harmony with 
the Imperial V ice-roys and Generals, as has been ſel- 
dom ſeen among Fellow Subjects united in Command, 
the Want of rs ee the Ruin of many 
important Expeditions. He was incapable of per- 
forming his Duty in a cold or negligent Manner, and 
when any Service was committed to his Mana 


ment, he devoted his whole Time and Application 


to it; nor could any Fatigue or Indiſpoſition of Bo- 
dy ever divert or interrupt his Attention from any 
Point that required preſent Diſpatch. To this it 
might be in great Meaſure owing, that he was ne- 


ver unfortunate in any Undertaking, nor miſcarriedd 


in any Service that was entruſted to his Direction, 
For whoever will trace upwards to the Springs and 
Cauſes of Publick or private Events, ſhall find (ex- 

cept 


0 
l 
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cept where the immediate Finger of Providence is viſi- 
ble) that what is uſually called IIl- Luck, is generally 
the Effect of Negligence, or Imprudence. He always 
proceeded upon ſolid Principles, and left nothing to 
Fortune, that could be accompliſhed by Foreſight and 
Application. His Firmneſs and plain Dealing were ſo 
apparent to the Foreigners who treated with him upon 
Buſineſs, that it contributed much tothe Diſpatch and 
Succeſs of his Tranſactions with them ; for they could 

depend upon what he ſaid, and as they ſaw he uſed no 
Arts or Chicanes himſelf, and had too diſcerning a 
Spiritto ſuffer them to paſs unobſerved in others, they 
often found it their beſt Policy to leave their Intereſts 
in his Hands and Management, being very ſure of a 
moſt impartial and punctual Performance of whatever 
he engaged in. His Reputation was ſo thoroughly 
eſtabliſhed in this particular, that in the frequent Diſ- 
putes and Altercations which aroſe between the Sa- 
voyards and Germans in the Courſe of the War, and 
between the latter and the Spaniards at the Concluſion 
of it, wherein little Faith or Confidence was given to 
the Promiſes or Aſſeverations of each other, he was the 
common Umpire between them, always ſtemming and 
oppoſing any extravagant or unjuſt Demands (which 
the over - bearing Temper of the German General was 
very apt to ſuggeſt, where he had the ſuperior hand) 
and reconciling, as much as poſſible, the Violences of 
War, with the Rules of Honour and Juſtice. When 
he departed from J/aly to attend his late Majeſty at 
Hanover, the King, among many gracious Expreſſions, 
told him, that he had found out the Secret of obliging 
his Enemies as well as Friends, and that the Court of 
Spain had mentioned with great Acknowledgment his 
fair and friendly Behaviour in the Proviſion of Tranſ- 
ports and other Neceſſaries for the Embarkation of 
their Troops, and in protecting them from many Vex- 
ations and Oppreſſions that had been attempted. No 
wonder, that a Man endowed with ſuch Talents and 
ſuch a Diſpoſition, left behind him in 7aly, and other 
Foreign Parts, the Character of a great Soldier, an 
able Stateſman, and an honeſt Man, 
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To give ſome Deſcription of his Perſon, he was of 


| a ſlender Conſtitution, but well ſupplyed with Spirits, 


which did not diſplay themſelves ſo much in Gaiety of 


Converſation (for he was modeft in his Nature) as in 


Activity in all the Duties and Functions of Life or Bu- 
ſineſs, in which he was indefatigable, and by a conti- 
nued Habit of Induſtry, had hardned and inured a 
Body, not naturally ſtrong, to Patience of any Fatigue. 
He had made no great Proficiency in School-Learnin 


(which the early Age of going to Sea ſeldom admits 


but his great Diligence, joined with excellent natural 
Parts, and a juſt Senſe of Honour, made him capable 
of conducting difficult Negotiations and Commiſſions 
with proper Dignity and Addreſs. In his younger 


days he was both in the Sea and Land Service, being 


an Officer of Foot in the Garriſon of Tangier, but pre- 


ferring the Sea, he was ſoon diſtinguiſhed and favour- 


ed by that great Seaman Admiral Ruſſel (afterwards 
Earl of Orford) who made him his firſt Captain at the 
Age of twenty nine, a Poſt equal in Rank to a Rear- 


Admiral, and by Degrees he arrived to be a Commiſ- 
ſioner of the Admiralty, and firſt Admiral of the 
Fleet, in which Quality he commanded in the War 
of Sicily. On his repairing to Hanover, his late Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to expreſs his Regard to his emi- 
nent Services, by making him Treaſurer of the Na- 
vy, and Rear-Admiral of Great-Britain; and ſoon 


after a Privy Counſellor, and Peer of Great- Britain, 


with the Title of Viſcount Torring/on ; and after- 
wards Knight of the Bath, upon the Revival of that 


Order. When his preſent Majeſty came to the 
Crown, he was pleaſed to place him at the Head of 
his naval Affairs, as firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 


Admiralty, in which high Station he died in the 
Year 1733, in the 70th Year of his Age. 


APPENDIX. 


« 


9 7 Deen 8 Deer 
0 — 2) ( N 1 A N G (4 " AV +7 N * GH 


A PP E N D 1 X. 


1 
* 


Ins TRUCTIONS for our Truſty and 

Wellbeloved ir George Byng Kmght and 

L. S. Baronet, whom we have appointed to com- 

mand our Fleet now going to the Medi- 

terranean. Given at our Court at Ken- 

George R. ſington the 26th Day of May 1718, in 
the Fourth Year of our Reign. 


ral Treaties made at Utrecht the 14th Day of March 

| 1713 NS. with the Emperor and the late moſt 
Chriſtian King, became obliged to ſee an exact Ob- 

fervation of the Armiſtice and — then eſtabliſhed in 
Italy, and was Guarantee for the fall Performance of the Sti- 
pulations at that time ſolemnly agreed to on that head; And 
whereas by a Treaty made between Us and our good Brother 
the Emperor of Germany at Weſtminſter the 25th Day of May 
1716, We ſtand engaged to affiſt, maintain and defend him in the 
Poſſeſſion of all the Kingdoms, Provinces and Rights, which 
he then actually enjoyed in Eurepe; And whereas the Ca- 
tholick King hath in an hoſtile manner invaded the Territo- 
ries belonging to the faid Emperor, and by Force of Arms 
hath taken from him the Iſland and Kingdom of Sardinia, 
and is ſtill making great and warlike Preparations for carry- 
ing on his Deſigns further againſt the other Dominions be- 
longing to his —_— Majeſty in [zaly, contrary to the Te- 
nor ot the aforetaid Treaties; And whereas ſince this un- 
happy Rupture, We, as a Friend to both Parties, have not 
ceaſed to employ our beſt Offices in order to accommodate 
the Differences, and put an End to this War, which, if con- 
tinued, will endanger the Publick Tranquillity of the reſt of 
Europe; And whereas We have made particular and earneft 
Inſtances with our good Brother the King of Spain, that he 
would conſent to a Suſpenſion of Arms, during which the 
Negotiations for Peace might be more eaſily and effectually 
carried on ; And whereas his faid Catholick Majeſty hath 
appeared to Us not averſe to the ſaſpending his further En- 
terprizes, and thereby facilitating our good Offices towards 
4 happy Accommodation; We therefore for the better fulfil- 
ling the ſeveral Engagements we lie undet by the m_—— a- 
ore- 
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forementioned, and for promoting, in the beſt and moſt ef- 
fectual manner, the Meaſtires that may tend to the bringing 
about an entire Reconciliation and perfect Friendſhip between 
the ſaid Parties now engaged in War, and thereby putting a 
Stop to the fatal Conſequences, which might otherwiſe en- 
ſue from theſe'Holtflities, have thought it fit and neceſſary 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and for the Welfare of Europe 
in general, to fend a ſtrong Fleet of our Ships of Wat into 
the Mediterranean under your Command. | 
II. You are therefore, upon the Receipt of theſe our In- 
ſtruQions, forthwith to proceed to the Mediterranean with 
our ſaid Fleet, and being arrived in the Streights, you ſhall 
immediately give Notice to the Catholick King, by our Mi- 
niſter reſiding at his .Court, of your Arrival in thoſe Seas, 
and that you are inſtructed in our Name to promote all Mea- 
ſares, that may beſt, contribute to the compoting the Diffe- 
rences, that are ariſen between him and the Emperor. 

III. You ſhall from thence without loſs of Time, Wind 
and Weather permitting, proceed to Port- Mabon, and being 
arrived there, you ſhall by Expreſſes give Advice of the ſame 
to the Vice-Roy of the Kingdom of Naples, and to the 
Governor of the Dutchy of Milan, and let them know the 
Purport of your Inſtructions, that you are come with our 
Fleet into thoſe Parts to make good our Treaties with the 
Emperor, and to hinder the further Violation of the ſame 
by the Arms of the Catholick King; and to that End you 
will hold a Correſpondence with the faid Vice - Roy and Go- 
vernor during your Stay in the Mediterranean, and let them 
know, that you are to.take Meaſures, in concert with them, 
for preventing any further Breach of the Neutrality of Italy, 
which by our Treaty we are obliged to ſee preſerved; and 
as you may probably. at Port- Mabon get the beſt Intelligence 
of the Preparations and Proceedings both of the [mperzaliſts 
and the Spantards,.yoy will accordingly take ſuch Stations 
with our Fleet under your Command, as may be moſt pro- 
per to obſtruct any new Hoſtilities, and to put theſe our In- 
ſlructions in Execution. 8 
IV. And as a Suſpenſion of Arms, and a Forbearance of 
all Acts of Hoſtility on each fide in thoſe Parts, is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for the ſetting on foot and concluding the pro- 
per Negotiations of Peace; you are accordingly to make In- 
ſtances with both Parties to ceaſe from uſing any further 
Acts of Hoſtility. But in Cafe the Spaziards do {till inſiſt 
with their Ships of War and Forces to attack the Kingdom 
of Naples, or other the Territories of the Emperor in Ica- 
ly, or to land in any Part of Italy, which can only be with 
a Deſign to invade the Emperor's Dominions, againſt woo 
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only they have declared War by invading Sardinia; or if 
they ſnould endeavour to make themſelves Maſters of the 
Kingdom of Sicily, which muſt be with a Deſign to invade 
the Kingdom of Naples, in ſuch Caſe you are, with all your 
Power, to hinder and obſtruct the ſame. But if it ſhould 
ſo happen, that at your Arrival with our Fleet under your 
Command in the Mediterranean, the Spaniards ſhould alrea- 
dy have landed any Troops in [zaly in order to invade the 
Emperor's Territories, you ſhall endeavour amicably to diſ- 
ſuade them from perſevering in ſuch an Attempt, and offer 
them your Aſſiſtance to help them to withdraw their Troops, 
and put an end to all further Ads of Hoſtility. But in caſe 
theſe your friendly Endeavours ſhould prove ineffectual, you 
ſhall, by keeping company with, or intercepting their Ships. 
or Convoy, or, if it be neceſſary, by openly oppoſing them, 
defend the Emperor's Territories from any further Attempts. 

V. And whereas We have thought it for our Service, to 
ſend four Battalions of our Forces on board our Fleet un- 
der your Command; upon your Arrival at our Town of 
Port- Mahon, you are to put the ſaid four Battalions on Shore 
there, to relieve the Garriſons in our Ifland of Minorca, 
and you are to take the ſaid Garriſons on board your Ships 
of War, in order to employ the ſame in ſuch manner and. 
> to ſuch InſtruQtions, as you ſhall receive from 

8. I 

VI. And whereas We have thought fit to recall our Truſty 
and Well-beloved Charles Cornwall, Eſq; whom we had 
appointed our Plenipotentiary for concluding a Peace with 
the Moors, and have empowered you to renew that Negoti- 
ation, you are therefore to diſpoſe of the Ships now under 
the Command of the ſaid Vice-Admiral Cornwall, and em- 
ploy the whole Squadron, or any part thereof, in the man- 
ner you ſhall judge moſt proper for promoting the ſeveral 
reſpective Services, wherein you are employed in the Me- 
diterraxean. | 

G. R. 


— 
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Mr. Secretary CRacGcGs's Letter to the Admiral. 


Cockpit, May 27th O. S. 1718. 
SIR, | 
I Incloſe to you his Majeſty's Inſtructions, as well with re- 


lation to your Conduct in the Mediterranean, as to the 
Treaty with the Moors. | 


Aſter 
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After what paſſed Yeſterday between my Lord Sunder- 


land, my Lord S*auhope, You and Me, when we were to- 

gether at Lord S nhopes Lodgings, there remains nothin 
r me but to wiſh you a good Voyage, and good Succe 

in your Undertakings. I do it very heartily, and am with 


great Truth, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
bumble Servant, 


J. CRAGGS. 


* —— . * — — 


Extras of a Letter from Earl S TAN HOPE 10 
the Admiral. 


Bayone, September 2d, 1718. 


Being arrived here laſt Night in fix Days from Madrid, l 
do, in purſuance of the Commands I have from his Ma- 
jeſty, take this firſt Opportunity of acquainting you, that 
nothing has paſſed at Madrid, which ſhould divert you from 
purſuing the InſtruGions you have. 

If the News, which I learn at Bayoze, that the Citadel 
of Meſſina is taken, be not true, or if, notwithſtanding that 
the Spaniards have that Port, their Fleet by contrary Winds, 
or any other Accident, ſhould not have got into the Har- 
bour, and that you have an Opportunity of attacking them, 
I am perſwaded you will not let ſuch an Occaſion flip, and. 
] agree perfectly in Opinion with what is recommended to 


you by Mr. Secretary Craggs, that the firſt Blow you give, 


ſhould, if poſſible, be deciſive. 

The two great Objects which I think we ought to have 
in view are to deſtroy their Fleet, if poflible, and to pre- 
ſerve ſuch a Footing in Sicily, as may enable us to land an 
Army there. ; 


Copy 


— 
LIS T of the Spaniſh Fleet in the Action off of 4 Paſſaro in the "Ul 1718, under the Commend of 
Don Antonio de Caſtaneta, including two Ships which were amongſt thoſe that Captain Walton ans ths on 
| the Coaſt of 4 
— | 1 1 
| 1 Ships | Captains | Men Guns 
St. Philip the Rogall. - - -] 650] 74 Admiral Caſtaneta. Taken. N 
Prince of Aſturias. |- - - - - - - - - - - - | 550] 70 Rear-Admiral Chacon. Taken. 
| The Royal. Ii ̃ d e GORE 
St. Lewis. >» - - = - + > , GofReracam Gon Ehaas | 
St. Ferdinand. dee 6% Con Ehapan 
* | Sunk afterwards in Meſſina Mole. | 
St. Carlos. Prince De Chalay. 400] 60 Taken. . 
Santa Iſabella, * Don Andrez Rezio. 400 60| Taken, | 
Sancta Roſa. Don Antonio Gonſalex. 400 60 Taken. | | 
| St. Jobn Baptiſt. Don Franciſco Gerrera, 400 60 Eſcaped. 
St. Peter. Don Antonio Ariſaga. 400 60 Eſcaped. Afterwards laſt in the Gulph of Tarento. 
Pearl. Don Gabriel Alderete. 300] 50 Eſcaped. 
„„ — „„ % ˙—˙ Os. Burnt. 
St. I/idro. Don Manuel vile Vicentia. | 300 
L' Eſperanza. Don Juan Delfino & Borlandine. 300 
Volante. Don Antonio — 300 
JET - „ OO 
Hermiona. Don Rodrigo 4 7 orres. Tow 
Porcupine. A Frenchman. 2580 
Surpriae. Don Michel Saday, Knight of Auel. 250 
Juno. Don Pedro Moyana. 2.50 
La Galera. Don Franciſco Alverera. 200 
La Caſtilla. Don Franciſco Leanio, Knight of Malta.] 200] 30 Eſcaped. 
Count de Tholouſe. Don Foſeph Focoua. 200] 3o|Eſcaped, Taken in Maſina Mole. 
Tyger. Don - - - Covaigne. | 240| 26] Taken. ” 
Eagle. Don Lucas Maſnata. 240] 24| Taken. 
St. Francis Areres, |- -- - - Jacob, a Scotchman. I 100] 22 Eſcaped. | 
Little St. Ferdinand.. JT. = 50] 20 Eſcaped. WT 2 
Little St. Fobn. Don Ionatio Palevale. | 150] 20|Eſcaped. Taken afterwards. 1 
Arrow. Don Juan Papajena. 100] 18 Eſcaped. k 
8830|1284| 3 


There were Seven Gallies, which are of great uſe in Battle, eſpecially in calm Weather. 
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LI 8 T of the Briggs Fleet under the 8 of Sir George Byng, in the Action off of cabe Paſſaro i in Sicih ' 


in the Year 6. 


UW a 


Ships Captains Men | Guns : 2 
B by George Saunders. Admiral Byng. - 
arfieur. 2. Richard Leſtack. 8 Rl EE 
|| Shrewsbury. Jobn Balchen. 545 80] Vice-Admiral Cormuall, 
Dorſelſbire. John Furxer. 535 80 Rear-Admiral Delaval. 
Burford | Charles Vanbrugh. 440] 70 
Eſſex. Richard Rowzaer. 440] 70 
Grafton. Nicholas Haddock. 440] 70 
Lenox. Charles Strickland. 440] 70 
Bredah. Barrow Harris. 440] 70 
Orford. - Edward Falkingham, 440] 70 
Kent. Thomas Mathers. 440] 70 
Royal Oak. Thomas Kempthorne. 440] 70 ; ; 
Captain. Archibald Hamilton. 440] 70 
Canterbury. | George Walton, 265] 60 
Dreadnought. William Haddock. 365] 60 
| Rippon. Chriſtopher Obrian. 365] 60 
Superbe. Streynſbam Maſter. 365 60 
Rupert. Aribur Field. 365 601 
Dunkirk. Francis Drake, 365] 60 
Monta Thomas Beverly. 3651 60 
Rocheſter Foſeph Winder. 280] 50 
Argyl. Coningsby Norbury. 280] 50 
888511400 
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To be plac'd after Page 94. 
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Copy of the King's Letter to the Admiral, written by his 
own Hand. 


Monſieur le Chevalier By x G. | 
Q Y que je waye pas encore recen de vos nouvelles en 
roiture, jay appris la Victoire que la Flotte a remportde 
ſous vos Ordres, & je way pas voulu vous differer le Conten- 
gement que mon approbation de votre Conduite vous pourroit 
donner. Te vous en remercie, & je Souhaite que vous en te- 
moigniez ma ſatii faction a tous les braves gens qui ſe ſont 
diſtingue x dans cette occaſion, Le Secretaire d Etat Cragge 
a Orare de vous informer plus au long de mes intentions, mais 
Jay vonlu vous aſſeurer moy meme que ſe ſuis, Monſieur le 
Chevalier Byng, | 
Votre bon Army, 


GEORGE R. 


A* Hampton-Court ce 23 d' Aout 1718. 


Copy of the Emperor's Letter to the Admiral written by 
his own hand. 


Onſieur Amiral & Chevalier Byng. Pay recen avec bean- 

coup de Satisfaction & de Foye par le porteur de celle 
cy la votre du 18me d Aout. Quand je ſceus que vous etiex 
aommè de ſa Majeſtè le Roy võtre maitre pour commander fa 
Flotte dans la Meaditerrante, je concens d' abord toutes les 
Bonnet eſperances. Le glorienx Sncees prurtant les a en quel- 


que maniere Surpaſſe. Vous avez en cette occaſion donne des 


enves d'une Valeur, Condaite, & Zele pour la commune canſe 
tres ſingulier; la ee wa vous en reſalte eſt bien grande, 
mais auſſi en rien moindre ma recounniſſance, comme vons 


Pexpliquera plus le Comte de Hamilton. Comptez toujours 


fur la continuation de ma reconnoiſſance & de mon Affection 
en vers vous, priant Dien qu'il vous ait en ſa Sainte garde, A 
Vienne ce zme Octobre 1718. 


CuAR LES. 


Copy of a Letter from the great Maſter of the Houſhold of 
the Queen of Denmark, to the Admiral. 


87 Majeſt! la Reine m'a Ordounè de Saluer Vitre Excel- 
- lence de ſa part tres gracieuſement, et de luy feliciter et 
marquer en meme tems la gore part que Sa Majeſte prend 
4 la glorieaſe & complette Victoire que la Flotte Angloiſe ait 
emportde ſous le Commandement de Votre Excellence ſar celle 
des Eſpaguols, Sa Majeſte la Reine en 7 autant plus ſen- 
ſible, puiſqu' Elle a eue P Avantage & la Satisſaction Pannee 
paſſee de connoitre votre Excellence plus particulierement. 
Pour mon particulier, j; en felicite pareillement Vötre _ 
ence, 


At 


2 
3 „ 

9s 1 
lence, Iny ſoubaitant le mime bonheur en toutes les occaſions 
E renconrres, quand il Hagit de combattre avec Sun Ennemt, 
ou ceux qui veulent troubler le LL publique. Pay I bonneur 

d etre avec beaucoup de reſpeet & conſideration, 
Mons1zuUR, + Ws #6 
de Votre Excellence 


A Copenhague le tres humble & tres 
ce 26 Sept. 1718. Obeiſant Serviteur, 


Municn. 


. 


Copy of a Lettet from the Emperor to the Admiral. 


MC e Byng Amiral & Commandant en Chef de l Eſ- 
AVE cadre de ſa Majeſt“ Britannique dans la mer Mediter- 
raude. Par les Repreſentations du Comte de Gallas mon 
Conſeiller d'Etat Vice-roy & Capitaine General au Royaume 
de Naples, & au Comte de Merci Commandant en Chef mes 
Troupes en Sicile, Jai ete informe du Prog an quel par votre 
Zele & activiid on avoit travaille, pour ter iner d autant plus 
tot avec Succès la guerre en Sicile, par lequel on coneluoit, que 
le moyen plus ſeur & plus promt, etoit d'envoyer au dit Roy 
au me mes Troupes Imperiales deſtinces a Peatrepriſe de Sar- 
daigue. Comme les raiſons qui perſuadent Pexecution du Pro- 
ret Commienuent en meme tems a PUbſeruance du Trait de 
le Quadruple Alliance, & que non ſeulement ne rende nt point 
difficile Pattaque de la Sarda ne, mats, au contraire, elles en 
facilitent Pexpedition reglee par le dit Traite, Jai juge conve- 
nable i approuver le ſuſdit Projet. Ainſi pendant que mon 
cher Frere le Roy de la grande Bretagne, & la Cour de Pa- 
ris, wont etre informes par les Couriers Extraordinairet, que 
je leurs ai fait depecher, des raiſous qui ont ublige de Suivre 
les avis. portez dans le Projet, je veux que vuus Suyez, aſ- 
ſeur par cette lettre de la Satisfaction que ſai de Þ Amour 
& Zele que, par vos Conſeils, vous avez fait paroitre dans 
cette rencuutre, ſoit pour Pavancement & progres de la Canſe 
commune, ſoit pour les Interets  Attachement a ma Perſon- 
ne Imperiale, & Auguſte maiſon. C'eſt pour ces raiſons, & 
pour Pepizion juſte & avantageuſe que ſai de votre amour 
enuvers mui, & ae Votre Sage Conduite, que dans" toutes les 
' Occaſirns je vos donuerai des Marques de mon Affection, de 
moa E time. & du hon Souvenir que Jai des Services que vous 
zu ade⁊ rendus, N fant Monſieur Byng Amiral & Com- 
mandant en Chef de Hſcadre de Sa Majeſte Britaunique dans 
la Mer Mediterran, Dien vous ait ſous ſa Saiate Garde. A 
Vieuae ce deuxiemt Aut mille Sept cent dix neuf. 


CuaRL2 8c” | "3 2008 | 
| Re, | De Vilana Perlas, 


